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Critical DISSERTATION 
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0» 


T ITUS ili. Ver. 10, and In 


6 e J T highly concerns the Swart of 


CG a. o 
a 77 1 A \ 


'J Chriſ”s Myſteries, who are commiſſion'd 
ol, Jo publickly to teach, to lay open ſuch Fal- 
N WE J lacies, as are publickly taught, are gid- 
2 & ed over, and ſet off, that they may 
axe with the unwary, eſpecially 8 


i they threaten the Corruption, not only of DcFrines, 
but allo of the S criptures themſelves, by a diminution 


of them, if not in their Text, yet in their Uſe and Ef 


fect. Tis upon this View, that the following Diſ- 
courſe is made publick, to vindicate the Power of the- 
Cburch to cenſure Hereticks, from this Paſſage, on 
which it has been built both by ancien and modern 


Divines. . 
And yet, after the Words have ſtood ala 17 


hundred Years, as a Rule of Church Diſcipline, they 
are at length diſcarded from its Service by a modern 


Writer, are handled, as tho they had their Place, on- 
ly to ell the ſacred Lola mne: and are conſider'd, as 
e — f erte ee - to 
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„ FOSTER's No tion 


to mm of little, or no ſignification. For, it ſeems ac- 
cording to this Author, the Direction relates only to 
Titus, that *tis the moſt diſſicult thing in the World to 
Ge form any 7udgment now of Hereticks, and therefore 
that a Chriſtian biſhop cannot from hence be authorized : 
to cenſure them. We are not here to throw out Suf- 
picions about the view and end of this Notion, whe- 
ther it be to humble Churchmen, to make us form chari- 
table Sentiments of thoſe who have ſingular Notions in 


Religion, or whether it is a bare ſcreening Explication; 


but we will ſuppoſe it to be an Eſſay towards the plain, 
naked Truth; and tho' we ſhould differ in Sentiments, 
will join Hands in the ſearch ; and conſider the Words 
_ honeſtly and ſincerely, in order to come to their true 
and genuine Senſe, and to make the Deductions which 
| naturally flow from them. : 


Thoſe, who are moderately inffracted in nn 


: Knowledge, muſt be inform'd, that Titus, who was an 
illuſtrious Convert of St. Paul's, was plac'd by him 
in Crete with the Care of the Churches there, and that 
it was his Province to preſide over, and govern even 


thoſe, who were to govern others. Under this weigh- 


ty Charge he endeavours to aid and aſſiſt his Labours 
by ſome general Maxims of Church. Government, which 
were ſeemingly of ftanding Tnſtrufion to preſerve the 
Unity of the Church, amongſt which this Paſſage, and 
the Context are remarkable. But avoid fooliſh Queſti- 
ons, and Genealogies, and Contentions, and firivings a- 
Hout the Law, for they are unprofitable and vain. 4 
Man, that is an Herelick, after the firſt and ſecond Ad- 
 monition rejett, knowing, that he, that is ſuch, is ſub=- 
verled, and ſiuneth, being condemm'd of himſelf. Both _ 
_ theſe Precepts are calculated to the end the Chriſtian 
Brethren might dwell together in Unity: The former 
relates to the idle Diſputes, which were maintain'd by 

the philofopbizing and judaizing Chriſtians, who re- 
tain'd a Taint of their old Principles, and propos'd _ 

4 Queſtions, a as material King, to be diſcuſs amongſt 
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8 Chriſtians, which were of foreign Concernment; or — 


were for looking back to the other inſtituted Religion, 
teaching the Uſe of Genealogical Tables, and of Circum- 
45 ciſion, which were fooliſh, as the Pagan Superſtition 
and Jewiſh Inſtitution were aboliſh*d, and which only 
tended to Diſcord and Wrangles ; from whence, as 
the Apoſtle to Timothy takes Notice, came Envy, 
Strife, Railings, evil Surmizings, and ſo broke the 
= Band of moral Unity. The latter was deſign'd againſt 
+ thoſe, who would not ſubmit to the preſcrilbd Forms 
of the Church, would chuſe Tenets for themſelves, 
who with their Eſpoulers and Abettors made Sefs and 
Parties, and ſo broke the Band of eccleſiaſtical Unity, 
If this be the true Occaſion of theſe two Precepts, and 
_ It is ſupported by Antiquity and good Reaſon, they are 
to be thus paraphrasd.——Encourage not thoſe who _ 
are of a diſputatious T. emper, who would argue about nice 
and vain Punctilios, whether of Gentile or Fewiſh Ori- 
- ginal, which lead to no good, but tend to endleſs Con- 
# _ tention and Confuji on, Clamour and Noiſe : And as to 
5 an Heretick, let not him neither raiſe endleſs Diſputes 
: among the . e e but after he has been once and 
again admoniſbe- d, declare him a Perſon not to be ac- 
knowledg'd of the Chriſtian Society, or of common and 
familiar Converſe. This Interpretation ſeems to be 
molt juſt, as the Term z27axgiver, from whence comes 
the Word in the Original, which is render*d Se!f-con- 
demn'd, generally ſignifies to paſs Sentence as a Judge, 
who inflicts a Puniſhment; ſo that the Word «uraza- 
 TedugrT@, condemn'd of himſelf, muſt be ill us'd, when 
it is taken barely to ſignify one, who finds himſelf 
guilty, and is Self-conſeious, that he does wrong, ſince 
te ſhould imply lomething further, an inflichion of Pu- 
niſbment for ſo doing. And then the Word ſtands as 
aan Zlegance in the Paſſage, which is not uncommon _ 
with St. Paul, meaning not, that he formally inflicts a 
Puniſhment, as ſuch, upon himſelf; but that by his 
Sin and F olly in 1 paration, he, LE his 0 own . 


Xe, p. 36. | Vide . koler, Rep. from p. 6, to p. 20. 
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6 Mr. 1081 E R' Notion 


As, puts himſelf under ſuch Circumſtances, as the 
COTS would lay him under by its Penalty. 


Great Names are call'd in by our * Objector to pa- 


1 tronize a afferent Interprelation; as Mr, Chillingworth, 
Biſhop Taylor, Mr. Hales of Eaton, and St. Auſtin. 
We might obſerve and diſtinguiſh upon theſe great 
Men; but fince as great Names, as theirs, will juſti- 
fy the former Interpretation, as St. Cyprian, Hooker, 
Dr. Hammond, and Dr. Rogers, and ſince he doth _ 
not cite theſe great Perſons, as Authorities, it may be 
_ ſufficient to ſet their Names one againſt the other, to 
leave the matter between them in their own Hands, 
and to proſecute the Determination of this Point, as 


far as our own Reaſon will carry us, in the ſequel of 


this Diſcourſe. Only we refer the Reader to the 69th 
and 74th Epiſtles of St. Cyprian, to Dr. Hammond up- 
on the Place, to Hooker's Sermon on St. Jude, to Dr. 
_ Rogers's 5th Chapter of his Review, where hewill find 
that the 75 eretick, who is duroz274#gro; is explain'd to 
be one, who is condemn'd, T not purely by his own. 


' Conſcience, bur by his external Behaviour and Prac- 
Lier, 


Now ſince n any rie or diſtortion . is a 5 


convenient Senſe, ſince it is agreeable to the Connexion 
with the Context, and is ſo commented by the primitive 
practice, depending thereon, we may infer it to be re- 


ally and truly the moſt genuine and natural Conſtruc- 


tion : And then the Difficulties about Hereſy and He- 
reticts, and the Methods to be taken concerning them, 

will not generally be ſo great, as has been ſuggeſted in 
a late Diſcourſe. To prove which ſhall be the Mat- 
ter of the following Diſſertation, wherein the moſt. 


material Ohections of that Writer will of courſe be re- 
futed, and fall to the ground. 


In order to which Undertaking, x ſhall e * , 


fort of Perſons fall under the Denomination of He- 


* Vide Mr. Foſter's Reph, p + Vide Mr. Foſter's 5 


relicks, 


„I HERESY confided. 7 


reticks, in a Proper, apoſtolical, and chriſtian Senſe. "Tis 
fit to add in the Chriſtian Senſe, becauſe it doth not 


much conduce to this Point, how the Word Hereſy 
was us'd by Pagan Writers : Tis no doubt, by them 
us'd in a general Senſe to denote a Set or Party; and 


if it had been amongſt them a Brand, or Mark of 


Infamy, it would have affected one, as well as the 
other, as they were all miſtaken in ſeveral Points, and 
fo the Dart being thrown from one to the other, would 
only have made alternate Wounds, where no entire 
Victory could enſue, and for which they had no cer- 


lain Rule, where they might have recourſe for A Salve 
and Cure. 


Again, ſhould the Word i in Feripture come in the 8 


Mouth of a Gentile, as of the Roman Orator * Tertullus 
ſpeaking, Ads xxiv. 5. it may fall under the former 
Reflection, and is of no Conſequence to determine the 
apeſtolical Senſe of it, properly ſo call'd. 


But when it was aſſum'd by the Je towards a Chriſ- 


tian Convert, apprehending him to have imbib'd Te- 

| nets, which were not according to the Moſaict Inſti- 
tution, and drawing Followers after him, it ſeems to 
contain an Idea nearer the true Notion of Hereſy in 

the Text, and implies a Diviſion made in that So- 

ciety, which the Few believes to be the true Church of 
God: As in Acts xxvill. 22. But we deſire to hear of 

thee what thou thinkeſt : for as concerning this | Sect, we 

| know, that *tis every where ſpoken againſt z i. e. by their 8 

Brethren the Jews; as there were ſome Sects, which 
were not ſo odious amongſt them, if we may judge by 

St. Paul's Plea for himſelf, As xxvi. 4, 5. My man- 


ner of Life from my youth, which was at the firſt among 


mine own Nation at Feruſalem, know all tbe For, : 


which knew me from beginning (if they would teſtify) 


that after the moſt ſtraileſt dect of our Religion, I lived 


4 Pbariſee. But yet, as they had ſeveral Sefrs and 


* Suppoſing him not a Proſe yte. + Hereh, i in the Greek. 
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8 Mr. FOSTER'% Nin 


| they call Hereſy, ſo worſhip I the God of my Fathers. 


[| 3 repreſented by the Apoſtle to the Corinthians as the moſt 
239 8 ut ſcandalous Enormity, For I praiſe you not, ſays he, 
[1 8 that you come together, not for the better, but for the 
1 | worſe, For firſt of all, when ye come together in the 5 
1 Church, I bear, that thert are. Diviſions among you, and 
1 1 partly believe it. For there muſt alſo be Hereſies among 
|| you, that they, which are approv'd, may be made ma- 
1 nifeſt. That is, it is no wonder to me, tho' it is a 
1 ſhame for you, that Diſentions and Diviſions ſubſiſt 
8 among you of a leſſer kind ; for the Church muſt be 
| exposꝰd to much greater Evils, even to enormous He- 
| reſies, which however will have ſome conſequential , 


| lent : But this enervates the Senſe, takes off the ſtrength 


5 Propheſies mention'd by St. * Peter and St. Jude to 


f | prov'd by another Paſſage of the fame Apoſtle in his 
1 Ejpiſtle to the Galatians : Where amongſt the Works of 
1 T enumerated Seditions and Hereſies, of 

—_ which Seaitions are of equal wines with e ions 
[i * 22 Pes. ii. 1. + St. Tad Epil. ver. 17. 

5 8 in 
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Hereſies amongſt them, which were not excluded from 
the general Society, the Body of Moſes ; it admits here 

a more lax Senſe, than the apęſtolick Hereſy will bear. 
And ſo it ſtands, Acts xxiv. 14. After the way, which 7 


5 The only Method then to attain to the true and full 
N 8 Senſe of the Word Hereſy in the Chriſtian acceptation, 
bo is to weigh it well, and examine it thoroughly, when 
aſſum'd by the Perſons of the ſacred Writers towards 
; thoſe who made Factions and Diviſions in the Chriſtian 
 — Society, and broke aſunder the Cathbolick Unity, It is 


good, the diſtinction and manifeſtation of the ſincere bs 
and faithful Chr tian. There are indeed thoſe who ſup- 
poſe Diviſions and Hereſies in this Place to be equiva- 


of the reaſoning Particle, injures the Paſſage, by rob- 
bing it of its beauty and force, agrees not with the uſual 
Spirit of St. Paul, and correſponds not ſo well with the 


the Rus Effect. Beſides, this Expoſition is irrefragably = 
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of HERESY confider'd. 9 


in the other Place, and being here diſtinguiſh'd from He- 
refies, it follows, that the ſame diſtinction is good in both 
Places. As the Term occurs here or there, it denotes 
a high Indecency, a grievous Sin, an aggravated Crime, 
and ſuch as excludes from the Kingdom of Heaven. 


And this Senſe i it retains, when us'd by St. Peter 1n his 
2d Epiſt. ch. ii. ver. I. But there were falſe Prophets alſo 


| among the People, even as there ſhall be falſe Teachers 
e who ſhall privily bring in damnable Heręſies. 


It hardly occurs again in the New Teſtament ſo us'd, 


but in the Concrete, as we fay (that is the Word, deno- ; 

ting the evil Quality with the Subject) we find it in the 

* Epiltle to Tu#s, an Heretical Man, or Heretick. The 
Paſſage contains a Deſcription which conſtitutes this Cha- 
pany which ſubjccted the Offender to a grievous Penal- 


And if it was a Crime then, it is equally ſo now. So 


= 5 tis of great Importance, what an Heretick is, and 
how he may be diſtinguith'd, We have gone through 
the nominal Diſtinctions, i. e. the various ſignifica- 
tions of the Word Hereſy, and Heretict, and. have 
determin'd the Words, when expreſſive of the a poſto- 
lick Idea of Hereſy, to have always a bad Senſe, not 
that it admits of a Diſpute, but to prevent one, when 


we diſcourſe about the Nature of the Sin, and the 


Condition of the Sinner. 


The Heretick is in 13 one, "who proſeſſing Cori, 


| holds and maintains Tenets, contrary to the Chriſtian 

_ Faith, obſtinately adhering to them, when the Truth _ 

has been duly ofer*d; or who denies thoſe Articles, 
which are agreeable to it. He is diftinguiſh'd from 

the Infidel, in that the Infidel doth not hold the princi- 


pal, and grand, fundamental Truth, believing not 


in the Name of the Lord Fejus : From the true Be- 


liever, in that, tho the Heretick aſſents to Chriſt, yet 
doth he not conform himſelf to the Obedience of Faith 
in thoſe things, which are deliver” d by him, COncern- 


* Tit. 11. 10, 11. ES 
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10 ' Mr. FOSTER's Notion 
ing his Perſon and Defrine, and fo by Conſequence 55 


denies him. 


Such a Perſon is well charalierix d by the Ape: 


- He to Titus.” For be it ſubverted, i. e. He 
fturn'd from the Foundation of the Faith tho "yp 


may acknowledge 7 Chrijt, yet he A him to 


be what he is; tho he call him Lord, yet he believes 
not the Things, which he leaches; and whilſt he re- 


jects his Doctrine, the du perſtrulture, in Effect, deſerts 


its Foundation. For Inſtance, the Ebionites profeſsd 7 
a Belief in Chriſt Jeſus; but held, that he was begot- 
ten of Foſepy ; the Photinians, that he was only from 
the Virgin Mary, This is to deny him to be the Son 
of God and if fo, then the Son of God did not ſuffer, 
and fo it will follow of the other Articles. Thus, whilſt 
they acknoceledg?d the Author of our Religion, their Te- 
nets imply'd a denial of all the Articles of the Faith he 


taught, which 1s by conſequence to deny his Perſon. 
Further be /inneth, viz. in that, he is ſo ſubverted. 


Now to be ſubverted ſuppoſes, that he has been built 
up in Zeſus Chriſt, otherwiſe he could not fall from 


what he never was. So fox inſtance the Diſciples at : 


Epbeſrs, mention'd Ads the 19th, were not Hereticks, _ 
tho they believ*d not the Holy Ghoſt, as we find it re- 
lated. And he ſaid unto them, have ye received the 
Holy Ghoſt ; and they faid, ce have not ſo much as heard, 
eder there be any Holy Ghoſt. In this caſe, they 
could not chu, a falſe Opinion about that, of which 
they had not heard. But when Men have been ſuffici- | 
ently inſtructed in the Chr tian Faith, and receiv'd in- 


to the Church by Baptiſm, then whoſoever corrupts it 


in any fundamental Point, or ſo rejects it, is properly 
fſfubwverted and ſinneth. He ſins, in that he rejects, what ; 
he has vow'd to maintain and believe. 


But then ſuppoſe he errs about what he wow'd to 


believe; and is ſincerely perſuaded, that the . ae : 
which he eſpouſes contrary to the Catholic Faith, is 
true: r it to be an Error of the Unde-fanding, 


and 


FL 
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of HERESY PTS 11 


"and not of the Will, which alone, ſays our * Objec- 
r, 18 Hereſy, which muſt be wilful, otherwiſe not 
Jin. 
5 To this I ablerye, hit Her fy may be an "Error; 
both of the Underſtanding and the Will: For Circum- 
ſtances may make an Error of the Underſtanding ſinful. _ 
A Pride in, and Conceit of our own Parts, may make 
us neglect the offer'd Means of Knowledge ; this Neg- 
left may cauſe an Error in the Underſtanding ; this Er- 
ror in the Underſtanding may determine the Will to 
embrace a depravꝰd Opinion in Fundamentals, this de- 
prav'd Opinion is Hereſy, and this Hereſy is Sin. Now 
the end of the Commandment, ſays the Apoſtle, 1s Cha- 
rity out of a pure Heart, and a good Conſcience, and of 
Faith unfeigned. From which ſome having ſwerv'd have 
turd aſide unto vain Fanglings. Deſiring to be teach- 
ers of the Law, underſtanding neither what they ſay, 
nor whereof they affirm, Theſe Teachers it ſeems lean'd | 
to their ow7 Underſtanding, their Underſtanding was er- 
roneous, their Error was "ach, as made them /wwerve _ 
from the Faith, and he who ſwerves fromthe Faith by an 


Error, 10 contracted , ſinneth, and ſo may be an Here- 


tick, So that we fee every Error in the Underſtanding 
will not render an Heretical depravity of Mind unf. inful. 
Nay, no Error in the Underſtanding will render an 
Heretical Depravity of Mind perfectly finleſs. For ac- 
cording to + Dr. Scot, “ now Chriſtianity has been 
: "66 made known, and ſufficiently propos'd to us, we 
& cannot be good Men, unleſs we do believe it:“ 
and we cannot believe it, unleſs we embrace the he- 
ceſſary Credenda, the Eſſentials of the Chriſtian 
Faith, Every obliquity and want of refitnde in the 
Thought, has the Taint of Sin, tho it is owing to In- 
 firmity, And in this Particular caſe the Truth muſt be 
offer, otherwiſe it can't be ms And if it is re- 


* Vide Mr. Foſter's Rep. From P. 81. to p. 36. 
1 Vide Dr. Scot's Sermon on 1 John iii. ver. 7. p. 23 5. 
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Rep. from p. 27. to 39. 


12 Mr. FOS TE R Notion 
jetted, the Vill muſt have its Part in that Act; fo chat 
it is in ſome Senſe Heretical : For in ſo doing, we chuſe 


an Opinion, contrary to the Truth, propos'd by the 
Church from the Scripture. In 2 Choice we actually _ 


tranſgreſs the Law of Chrift, who lis conimanded us 


to believe in him and his Words, And Sin, we know, 


is a Tranſereſſion of the Law. If this is done through _ 
: Ignorance, or pure Mija; prebenſion, that will not put 
us in the ſtate of thoſe, ' who are Obſervers of his Law, 
tho it may in different Meaſures and Degrees leave 


us the Subjects of the divine Mercy and Clemency. 


It may put thoſe, who contend earueltly againſt the 

_ Faith, and are ſincere in their Error, in the caſe of St. 
Paul, when we was a /tncere Perſecntor and Blaſphemer, 
who was therein not ſinleſß, but the Object of Mercy. 
But Tobtain'd Mercy, ſays he, becauſe I did it ignorant- 
Iy in Unbelief. And Merc: ſhewn, and diſplay'd, fup- _ 

poſes an offence or ſin to be forgiven. It may leave 
them capable of the Grace of God here to call them to 
the acknowledement of che Tru/h, or (if they ule their 
_ utmoſt Endedvours) of uncovenanted Mercies hereafter, 


but that it will neceſſarily reccommend them to the 


divine Favours, is bold for vain Man to utter. $0. 
that ſuch Perſon, how fſiricere ſoever they may think 5 


themlelves, come under the ſecond Charaferiftick of -- 


the Here:t ich, he /inneth, and fo may be Hereticks. 


And this is no Incon nſiſtency with the third CHaradte- 


riſtick, being condemrd of him: if. We have given the 


meaning of theſe Words in the paraphraſtical Intro- 
duction | to this Diſcourſe. They ſignify, that Here- 


ticks act an abſurdity, that they profeſs Chriſt, but 
deny that Profeſſion by their Aclions. Ando the judi- | 
cious Hooker explains the Word, 4uroxaraxgizu, not 

jucdg'd by us, but by their con Doings. They may 
poſſibly. imagine themſelves right, and yet be /o con- 

demn'd. For if they Proſeſs Feſus Chriſt, and main- 
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| tain and endeavour to propagate Opinions, contrary to 
his Doctrines, whatſoever they may think of thoſe Opi- 
nions thro? Errors, contracted by Sins of any kind, 
Deluſions of Satan, or Infirmities, they plainly blaſ- 
pheme that Name, which they profeſs to acknow- 

_ ledge; and by their Tncon}, ſtency with themſelves, are 
condemn'd of themſelves : Which is according to our 
former Explication an Act, by which they lay them- 
ſelves under that Penalty, in which the Church would . 
have condemmd them. For they ſeparate themſelves. 
Thus being ſubverted from the Tailb, having once em- 
brac'd it, they may therein /in, tho / incere in their De- 
luſion, and be /elf-condemn'd : Which particulars com- 
Plete the Character of the Apoſtles HHeretich. 
Before this Topic is diſmiss'd, it may be a afeful : 
Remark to oblerve, that of theſe Herelicks, there 
are, who come under different Ranks and Claſſes, 
and yet all are ſuch, in whom the Characteriſticks of 


St. Paul combine. According to his account, Here- 
ſies are the Works of the Fleſh ; and as the Fleſo works 


differently if different Perſons, according to its vari- 
| Y 


ous workings, we may aſſign divers Cauſes of them. 
And according to theſe Cauſes their Eſpouſers hold 

and maintain Tenets, either directly againſt the Light 
and Convidion of their Minds, or elle thro? Dealaſun 


woander in Mazes of Error and Darkneſs. 


Ae Principle of thoſe, who, in the time of primi- 
live Chriſtianity, embrac'd the Goſpel for Gain, and to 


make a Prey of the Promiſes, was i ace, the love 


of the World, and the Laſts of the Fleſh, Twas in- 
deed abſurd to renounce the World, th that they might em- 
brace it; but ſuch were the firſt corrupters of the Ch;ijti- 
an Doctrines, Simon Magus, and his follorvers, and the 
NMicholaitanes, who infected the Church in the firſt Ages, 
were oppos'd in their Blaſphemies by the Apoſtles them- 


ſelves, and could not therefore be /incere, but muſt 


act againſt their Conſciences, in that they minted Doc- 
bins, which che Kae, who were commiſſion d to 
deliver 


1 FOSTER” Notion 


deliver the Goſpel, rejected and anathematiz?'d. of - 
theſe, whether Gnoſticks, or others, the Apoſtle to Ti- 
mothy ſpeaks: For the love of Money is the Root of all 
Evil; which while ſome coveted after, they have erred 
from the Faith. And the Spirit ſays in the Rev. of 
the Doctrine of the Nicholaitanes, which J Hing I hate. 
| Another Principle there was, which tended to pro- 
. = 8 pagate Hereſy in the Scripture times, the Pride of thoſe, 
_ Who, like Diolrephes, deſir'd the Preheminence, who 
affected to Domineer, to be Leaders of S2#s and Par- 
ties, and Teachers of new-fangled Doctrines, ſuch were 
5 Hymeneus and Philetus, and thoſe of whom the Apoſtle _ 
” ſpeaks in the Coloſſi ans ii. 18. Let no man beguile you 
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2 | [ 8 of your Reward in a voluntary Humility, and worſhip- 

4 = ing of Angels, intruding into thoſe Things which he hath 
7 | _ 7201 ſeen, vainly puſi up by his fleſhly Mind. 

=. A further Means, by which Men ſhould corrupt 
13 5 the Doctrine of Chr itianity, was by yielding to phan- 
ne laſtical Deluſions, and ſatanical Seduttions, the ſeducti- 

17 3 8 ons of that Spirit, which as the Apo#tle to the Epheſians 

11 v9 ſays, now worketh in the Children of Diſobedience? A. 

| mong <hom ve all had our Converſation in times. paſt in 
177 the Lufts of the Fleſb, and of the Mind. The ſpiritual 

js 4 following the Suggeſtions of the ſenſual Fart. Con- 
Jus ceierning thele St. Paul ſays to Timothy: Now the bi- 
1 ri ſpeaketh expreſsly, that in the latter times ſome ſpall 

HL  _ depart from the Faith, giving heed to ſeaucing ſpirits, 

ii 4d Dotrines of Devils. — 

WR The laſt Claſs of Hereticks are fich, ho deceive 

| = themſelves, whoſe Underſtandings are darkned, that 
f | e they do not diſcern the Truth, either thro? natural Cor- 

[ 2 "F ruption, or judicin! Stupidity, which they indolently ac- : 
_ quieſce in, of whom the Abostle ſays, ſeeing ye are dull of 
ie hearing: Or elſe they are ſuch, whoſe Minds may be | 
1008 clouded with the Fumes of Riot and Intemperance : 
Fall To whom are applicable thoſe Words of the Prophet 
| 1. Iſajah xxvil. | But they alſo have erred through 
13:18 Wine, and tbrogh Frong Drittk are out of the way, 
HI Sn 1 the 8 

{| | 
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of HERESY confer. 13 
the Prieſt and the Prophet have erred through Rrong 


Drin; They are ſwallowed up of Wine, J. bey are out 
of the Way "through frrong Drink, They err in Viſion, 
| They ſtumble in Judgment, Of this Sort alſo St. Pe- 
ter ſpeaks. But theſe ſpeak Evil of the Things, which 
they underſtand not, aud ſpall utterly periſh i in their own 
Corruptions ——ſporting Themſelves in their own De- 
ceivings. 


wall after the Fleſh. 


-And thele He lays. are of them, who 


Thoſe under the two firſt Claſſes, who thro? "Coneir- 
pifcntce or Pride oppugn the Chriſtian Doctrines, muſt 


8 n ſin againſt the Light of their own Minds, and 
the Conviction of their C Conſciences: but thoſe under 
the latter, may not know themſelves to be wrong, be- 
ing impos'd upon by the Deligſions of Satan, the Vani- 
ty of their Minds, the Deceilfulneſ of Sin, and ſo may 
not act againſt their Knowledge, But yet they n in 
giving Heed to ſeducing Spirits, in acquieſcing indo- 
lently in Error, and in yielding to carnal Suggeſtions, 
through which they deceive themſelves, and deſert 
the Chriſtian Doctrines. So that they are Jubverted, 
- and in therein, and therefore may be Hereticks. 


Hence we obſerve, that a Perſon may be an Heretick, 


he. he dotn not embrace an Opinion, knowing it to 
be wrong. And yet the vulgar apprehend this to be 
Vincere Perſuaſion. They are apt to call the erroneous 


Man ſincere, who knows no belter : Whereas he is not 


 fincere, if it is in his Powwer to know better. And as 
to invincible Error, it is founded in original Corruption, 
is an appendant of the Feb, which clogs the Mind, and 
 wreſts it aſide, and tho under it a Man may be call'd 
ſincere, he is not therefore a Chriſtian. His Sincerity 
may plead for him, as a Man, but it will not conſti- 
| tute him a Member of Chriſt, And how ſuch an One 
may be ſtyPd an Heretick, who holds an Error, tho 
invincible, which may affect the Unity, and Peace, and 
Order of the Church, has been and will be herein ex- 
| projer d. 
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© Mr. FOSTER Notion. 


"Having thus far dwelt upon the Meaning of the 
Term Hereſy, and the Nature of the Sin: the Way is 


fo far pav'd to the lately controverted Point, whether 
an Heretick may be generally ſo diſtinguiſhed, as to 
be liable to the Cenſure of the Church, and Whether 
ſuch Power to Cenſure is now in its Hands. „ 
The Queſtion here is not put ab/ olutely, whether the 
Church has Power to Cenſure Offenders in general, but 
whether it has a Power againſt Herelicks. For he muſt 
' ſtrike out Numbers of Texts from the Uſe of the 
Chriſtian Society, who would deny it in Point of In- 
 moralities, the Scripture being in many Places expreſs | 
to that Point, as he mult palpably ſtrike out lome, 
the Place in Hand in Fan Who ſhould W it in 
ö Point of Hereſy. 


The Arguments for the Power of the Church 3 in ge- 


neral to Cenſure Offenders are taken ſome from the 
plain and manifeſt Reaſon of the Thing, becauſe it is 
a Society: and all Societies, regularly inſtituted, muſt 
in Reaſon provide for their own Security and Perpetuity. | 
But now if Thoſe, who ſet at Nought its Laws and 
Rules, were permitted to run at large, to walk licenti- 
ouſly and unreſtrained, the Contagion would by De- 
grees ſpread univerſally, and the Corruption and De- 
ſtruction of the Society, as in Civil Societies, might be 
the fatal Conſequence. Accordingly, as a reaſonable 
Thing, both Gentiles and Fews excluded thoſe, who 
were to. them profane, and ſer lightly by their Ordi- 


nances, from their religious Worſbip or Communion. 


Other Arguments are taken from the particular Na- : 
ture of the Chriſtian Society, which admits its Mem- 
bers only upon Terms and Conditions of Faith and 
Obedience, ſo that it is reaſonable there ſhould be a 
Power to exclude them upon the Non-Obſervance of 


the Conditions, upon which they were receiv'd into it. 


And if it was in it ſelf Reaſon, it is not to be thought 
that He, who was the N i/dom of the Father, ſhould o- 
mit this Care of bis Society, which he came to inſtitute. 

— 


bl 
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Accordingly this Power was given to the Church by our 


Saviour in general Terms: in Matt. xvi. 19. chap. 


5 xviii. 15, Sc. John xx. 21, Se. And, which is 
another ſtrong Argument, it was exercisd by the Apo- 


8 files, the Biſhops apoſtolically ordaind, and their Sc * 
ſors, in the Scripture and primitive Ages. | 


But leſt this may ſeem to be ſaid gratis, and without 


ſufficient Foundation, we refer the ſcrupulous for Satis- 
faction to that admirable Piece on Church-Govern- 
ment of the pious and learned Prelate, Dr. Petter, 
now an Ornament of our Church, where theſe Argu- 
guments are fo largely, and fo clearly ſtated, and the 
Point is fo well clear'd, that it would be vain here to 
attempt it further. 


Only we obſerve with Wende to the preſent Point 


in Hand, that as to thoſe Texts, which confer the 
Power of Church Cenſure in general, they may pollibly | 
till leave room for thoſe to cavil, who diſpute its 
ſtanding Force againſt Hereticks in particular. 
But then, the Apoſtles *tis evident, did Cen/ure ſuch = 
| Offenders, of which kind, were Hymeneus and Alexan- 
er, whom St. Paul deliver'd over to Satan, that they 
might learn not to blaſpheme. So did St, Peter Simon 
Magus, and we might enumerate Inſtances various to 
this Purpoſe. And thoſe, who were Aboſtolically ordaind, 
had a Commiſſion to exerciſe this Power, over Here- 
ticks, which is inconteſtably prov'd from that to Titus, 
and many and various Paſſages of St. Paul's Epiſtles. 
The only Point then, which admits of Debate, is, 


whether this Power deſcended from them to the Chriſtian ; 
Church. 


The Arguments againſt i it, which have el been 


canvaſs'd over, are not founded on any expreſs Scrip- 

ture, but are Deductions for the moſt Part from the 
Words, on which we now diſcourſe. It has been 
708; urg d that they were directed to Þ Titus only, and that 


Vide Biſhop Potter on Church- Government, Chap. V. 22 327. 
* Vide Ar. Folter's . o 
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56 eis evident from the Character, given of the Heretick 
in this Charge to Him, that it cannot poſſibly now be- 
e long to ſucceeding Biſhops, or to the Church at preſent, 
'To which we make the following Remarks, that 
this Charge was not given to Ti/zs only, tho? this Epi- 
ſtle was inſcribed to Him in particular: for it was given 
alſo to Tinotby: the Words indeed vary, but the 
Matler of the Injunction is uſt the fame, St. Paul to 
Titus favs, * But avid fooliſh Queſtions and Genealogies, 
and Contentions, and Stri Vings about the Law, for they 
are unprofitable and vain. A Man, that is an Heretick 5 
after the firſt and ſecond Admonition rejett : knowing X 
that be is ſubverted and ſinnetb being condemn'd of him- _ 
ſelf. He ſays to Timothy. + If any Man teachotherwiſe, 
aud conſent not to wholeſome Words, even the Words of 
_ our Lord Feſus, and the Doctrine, which is according to 
_ Godlineſs. He is proud, knowing nothing, but doting a- 
bout Queſttons, and Strifes of Wirds, from whence 
cometh Envy, Strife, Railings, evil Surmiſings, per- 
verſe Diſputings of Men of corrupt Minds, and deſtitute | 
_ of the Truth, ſuppoſtng that Gain is Godlineſs : From 
fuch withdraw thy ſelf. Thoſe who compare theſe Pla- 
ces, will eaſily diſcern, that the Aprjile to Timothy ex- 
plains what is meant by an Herclic in his Exhortation. ... 
to Titus, and that he preſcribes t the ſame Method of 
proceeding to b both. It may be thought to take from 
the Force of the Paralel, that the Words! in the Origi- 
nal rendred withdraw thy e are, according to Gro- 
lis, wanting in fome Manuſcripts of Note; but ſince 
thele Biſhops were both of the ſame Authority, and = 
_ Time, *tis an Argument for the common Reading, that 
in the ame Cireunſ Hances, a like Charge ſhould be 
given to each: and that it was, is evident from the 
3 Ch. 2 Ep. to 75 Imotihy,in which the Apoſtle ſpeaking of L 
> Perſons of the ſame Stamp, ſays : from ſuch turnaway, WY 
No to withirawour ſelves, or lo lurn away, ſeem 
to be e ns of the lame Force with that other to 
* Tit. uh, 10, 11. 3 + e v. 3, 45. | 
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reel for tho? the original Words are not render d in 


che ſame Manner, as according to Montanus they 


ſhould, yet being addreſs'd alike to thoſe of Archiepiſ- 
copal Dignity, tis to be preſum'd the different Expreſ- 
ſions amount to one and the ſame Thing, that ſuch 
Perſons ſhould be laid under the Cenſure of the LUhurch. 
For if Timothy, whom St. Paul lov'd for his peculiar and 
| ſuperior Graces, was 1% turn away and withdraw him- 


elf from ſuch Perſons, it was no Doubt meet, that 


the) y ſhould be rejected from the Converſe and Society of 


” thoſe, whom he was to inſtru and governs, And his 


Practice alone could not be a Rule ſufficient to reach 

over his Diſtrict; ſo that it would become neceſlarp, 
that Delinquents of this Sort, ſhould be ma rid out 
by a L publick Cenſure: which ſeems plainly to be im- 
ply'd in the Charge to Titzs 3, as the Rejectian of He- 
 reticks was to be confequentzal upon, different Admoni- 


lions; and according to our Savꝙοu Rule, the final 


Adimonition was to be e given before the Church ; and then 
tte zmpentien! Offender was to be as an Heathen and a 

Publican: From whence we infer, that 7 eſe from 
whom Timothy was to Urn away, j. e. Who were to be 
to him as de „Or Publ cans, ſhould be laid un- 
der the Church Sens and then to urn AWAY | from, 
and zejef, will in Effect be equivalent. 
But tho' this Power be allow'd to Timothy, and o- 
ther Apoſtolicł Biſhops, as well as Tus, yet that! it is a 
ſtandinę Power in the Church is not out of preſent Con- 
troverſy. For the Circumſtances of che Call le are now 
« alter*'d, ſays our Objector, ſo that ſuch a Pore can- 
© not be now exercis'd ; a Heretic cat mot be now 10 
generally diſtinguiſhbd, whom he holds to be one, that 
.$6atts contrary to his Knowleige : and whether any one, 
* doth fo, or not, is not in Man now to determine. 
In Order to ſupport this Argument againſt the Per- 
1 45 e of this Power 1 RE d that * Titus was 


: via Mr. Foſters Roh, P. 38. fo P. 80. 
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„ endowed with the Gift of diſcerning Spirits, id 1 
e might exerciſe this Power over Hereticts, whoſe Hearts 


< he could ſee into, and ſcrutinize; but that ſucceeding 


FHBiſpops have not this Gift, and therefore this Power 
cannot belong to them.“ 


But it doth not follow, that tur © or T 507 7 or rany 


particular Biſhop in the Scripture Times had this Gift, © 
| becauſe it was then beſtow'd by the Spirit. They might 
probably have it, but that either of them had it, can= 
not be aſſerted. As there were Diverſities of Gifts; 
it might pleaſe Cod to bleſs thoſe eminent Perſons with 
other Gifts; that might equally diſtinguiſh them“. 
Are all Apaſtles? are all Prophets? are all Teachers? 
are all Workers of Miracles? have all the Gifts of 
Healing? do all ſpeak with Tongues ? do all interpret? 
No, theſe were divided ſeverally by the ſame Spirit, | | 
And we find that Timothy, of whom the ſame Reaſon 
would hold, that he ſhould have the Gift of diſcerning 
_ Spirits, as well, as of Tits, is recorded for different 
Gifts, for his unſeigned Faith, and we may infer, that he 
had the Word of Wiſdom, and the Mord of Knowledge : . 
which were to qualify him, that he might give atten- 
dance to Reading, to Exbortation, to Doctrine. And 
in two ſeveral Places, St. Paul exhorts him to ftir 
ap the Gift, which was in him, meaning the particular 
Graces and Qualifications, which were given for this 
End. So that, what this Objector offers to illuſtrate | 
his Argument i is no Demonſtration, or cogent. Proof, 
but only probable Suggeſtion: it may be falſe; and then 
his Scheme, which is not extreamly well ſupported, 
will loſe its main Prop, and we only need hold, that 
it doth not appear to make the Point as diſputable, _— 
it was before. And therefore from what is prov'd by _ 


it, this Direction may be Tollowed N * other BMPs 
as well as Titus. 
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But then again on the Side of the Heretick, there 
ſeems not to be ſuch Difficulty, as to require fuch a 
Suppoſition. For if the Obſeryations concerning the 
Flerelict under the former Head are juſt, he may in 
| moſt Caſes be diſtinguiſh*d without it. If he, who 
through the Seductions of Devils, through judicial 
| Blindneſs, and the original Depravity, errs from the 
Faith, tho He doth not maintain falſe Opinion, 
as ſuch, is an Heretick, then a Man may be fo, whe- 
ther he imagines himſelf to be wrong or not. : 
This we have endeavoured to prove and maintain, 
And if fo, Self-Conviftion, in the Senſe of our Objec- 
tor, is not effential to His Character: ſo that the 
Cburch may proceed to Cenſure, if he perſiſts and per- 
ſeveres in Error, whatſoever his inward Perſuaſion maß 
be. Whence it will follow, that there is no Neceſſity 
for the extraordinary Gifts of aſcerning Opirits for the 
Tegular Execution of this Power. = 


Indeed a Man may labour under an Heretical Depra- 


vity of Mind, which he doth not openly diſcloſe and diſ- 
cover; and this ſince the Communication of extraor- 
5 dinery Gifts has ceas'd, is pecullar to Cod alone to 
know. But this Caſe is no more the Subject of Church 
= Cenſure, than that of ſecret Immorality, which cannot 
by its Contagion infect the Society, And it we grant, 
that this Power was exercis'd by St. Peter through the 
Gift of diſcerning Spirits againſt Ananias and Sa 
| phira, and by St. Paul in any particular Caſe, they 
did it by ſpecial Commiſſion, and not in the ordinary 
Courſe of Judgment, but upon emergent and extraordi- 
nary Occaſions, 
We muſt here then confine the Point to Herdicks 
properly ſo call'd, who divulge and propagate their 
Opinions, and ſo make Sects, and endeayour to draw 
5 — aſter them | 
| Theſe give evident and month j} Tokens of cul cor- 
raptep Faith by external wh DF — — * and = 
>  bicily 
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2 lickly avowing ſuch Tenets, as accord not to coboleſome 
Words, even the Words of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, and 
the Doctrine, which is according to Godlineſs : and ſo 


fall regulariy under the Cognizance of the Church, 


Here is no Neceſſity for the Gift of diſcerning Spirits 
to penetrate into the Principles of ſuch Men, and 
therefore the Want of it is no Argument againſt the 
ſtanding Power to Cenſure them. Their own Perſua on, 
mould they be perſuaded, doth not ſcreen them from 
it: the main Matter is whether their Doclrines are 
true, The Plea of their Perſuaſions and Sincerity will 
not alter that Rle, by which all Doctrines are to be 
 tryd and determined, *Twas what they taught, and 
not what they 7bovght, which was to be examin'd, and 
prov'd. Aud ] beſought thee, ſays the Apoſtle to T imothy, 
to abide ſtill at Epheſus, that thou mightoſt charge ſome, 
that they teach no other Doctrine. No other Doctrine 
than «what? Wh 1y than Vat, which he had deliver'd, 
as a ſacred Dep Poſitum, to be kept by him. Hold faſt, 
... ſays he, the Form of found I/ords, zobich thou haſt 
92 yt of me in Faith and Love, which is in Chriſt Je- 
This Form was probably a Summary of the 
Chritian Faith, a Sort of Symbol, or Mark, which 
the Faiiif] bore in their Hearts and Mouths, to diſtin- 
guiſh them from the Unbelievers : it is thought to have 
deen that, which we now call the Apoſtles Creed, which 
5 contain'd ſome main Fundamentals of Religion, to which 
Articles have been added in the following Times againſt 
ſome early HOO, which threatned che Church 1 in its f 


5 Infancy. 


Now he could not be Gi! in his Evilcopal Capacity . 
to hold this Form faſt, if he had permitted dogmatical 
Teachers to have ſpread Doctrines uncontrouPd, which 
would have ſapp'd and undermir*d this Foundation. 
When therefore any pernicious Doctrine was broach'd, 
this was a Touchſtone, on which it might be try'd. Let | 


us ſuppoſe ſome Followers of Hymeneus and Philelus, 


Herefiarchs of che e Ag ge, WO ſhould have 
taught, 
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” taught, that the Reſurrection was already paſt, ſup- 
poſing only a ſpiritual Reſurrection from Sin. And 
this their carnal Minds might prompt them, who were 
but newly departed from Paganiſm, to do in earneſt, 
as we know the Reſurrection of the Body was what 
ſtartled the Philoſophers at Athens : They taking it 


for a new God; and others aſſerted the Lin paſſibility of 


it. Let us imagine, that under this Prejudice, they 
would acknowledge no other Reſur: Oi; and: that. 
the Article in the Form of ſound Words, wiich wes 
_ once deliver?d to the Saints, ſtood thus: 1 ae in the 
Reſurrection of the Body; and that the Truth of this 
Article was urg'd from our Lord's Appearance aſter 
his Death with his Fleſh and Bones, There would ſure 
have been no Occaſion for the Gift of diſc ermning Sr. 
rits in Timothy or Titus, to have pronouic'd theſe Per- 
ſons Hereticks. They mig lit have argu d for the feem- 


ing Impoſſbility of the Reſurrectian of the Body, that 


. they could not "apprehend how it ſhould DE. and there- 


fore honeſtly and ſincerely could not believe a XR 
reſtion in that Senſe: but whether they were really per- 
ſuaded, or not, their Aﬀertion was really a palpable 
Contradiction to the Article of the Church ; and it that 
Article was to be held faſt, and Timothy and Titus were to 
inculcate, and urge it; this their Duty was not con— 
ſiſtent with the Permiſſion of thoſe, who taught the 
direct contrary : and therefore, notwit hſtanding the Re- 
luctance of their Reaſon, if they did not, upon due Ad- 
monition, bring it to the Obedience of Faith; if they 
continued obſtinats and pertinactors after the Light of 
Truth had been ſet full in their Eyes, there could re- 
main no Cauſe, why they ſhould not be declar'd exclu- 
ded from that Communion, which they departed from 
themſelves by rejecting the / aith, which is the Bond 
of it. And ſince the whole Courſe of this Proceeding | 
would depend upon the external 475 and Projeſion of 
the Seducers, there doth not appear necefliry any er- 
traordinary or 25 the Ec ution of TIS Tee 555 
lic 
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"kd will alſo further appear; if we reflect, that 
the Form of ſound Words was committed alſo to the 
Care and Charge of thoſe Biſhops, who were not Apoſ. 


zolically ordaind. For in the Direction, given to Ti- 


tus for the Ordination of a Biſbop: He muſt, ſays St. 
Paul, have ſuch diſtinguiſhing a i * Holding faſt 


the faithful Word, as be hath been taught; that he may 


be able by found Doctrine, both to exhort and convince 
the Gainſayers. And theſe Gainſayers anſwer nearly in 

\ Deſcription to thofe, whom Titus is inſtructed to avoid 
and reject. From whence by the Parity of Circumſtan- 
ces we may argue, that the Power to rejef?; was de- 


riv'd from him to them, as from the Apoſile to him. 


This Form was to them alſo to be the Rule of found 
Doctrine, which was to be the Matter of Exhortation 

and Conviction to the Gainſayers. But if they would 
not be convinc'd, ſince Gainſayers obſtinate would be 


of ill Conſequence always amongſt the Brethren ; 


as the Biſhops were to take the Apoſtolick Method, in 
order to iſtruct and convince them, it is reafonable to 
infer, that they might alſo exerciſe the ſame Power to 
prevent the Miſchiefs their Hereſies might brood. And 
the Way is ſo much the more open to this Inference, as 
we have ſhewn there was no Neceſſity for the Gift of 
diſcerning Spirits, in Order to the Exerciſe of this 
Power, which Gift, tho? we were to allow to Titus 
without any Proof, yet we cannot, upon Account of 
the various Diſpenſation of thoſe ſpiritual Graces, al- 
low to all thoſe Biſhops under His ee or con- 


ſtituted by His Ordination. 


When in after Times the Goſpel came to be 00 : 
liſh'd in Writing, this Form of ſound Words was ſtill 
retain'd, but the ſacred Scripture comprehending at 
large the Rule of Faith and Manners, in which that 


had its Foundation, became the Touchſtone of Truth : 
| a by this N Doctrine was to be tryd and. « exa- 
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min' d. Accordingly by a * Statute of our Realm, it 
was decreed that the Determinations of Eeccle/taſtical 


Commiſſioners about Hereſy, to correct it, ſhould be 


built on the Authority of the Canonical Scriptures, or 


on the Judgment of ſome general Council, wherein 


the ſame was declared Hereſy by the expreſs and plain 
Words of the ſaid Canonical Scriptures. 


And this ſeems to be conformable to the Exhorta- 


tion to Timothy. All Scripture is given by Taſpiration of 
God, and is profitable for Doctrine, for Reproof, for 
Correction, for Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs. The Cale. 
will then ſtill be the fame, as to the Manner, by 
which Hereſy is to be adjudged 3 which is by com- 
paring the Doctrine with its Rule, the ſacred Scripture, 
as before with the Form of ſound Words; and T the 
. Biſhop and Church might Cenſure Doctrine, which was 
diſſonant then, they may alſo ow, any thing 1 N 
| by our Objectors Arguments notwithſtanding. 


And here it may be proper to obviate an + cdd Ar 


6 gument, made uſe of by him to prove that Heyeticks 
are not now liable to be cenſur' d, becauſe Titus was 
exhorted to admmoniſb them. To admo aſh, lays he, 
„ for meer Errors of the Underſtanding, is abſurd in 

s it ſelf, ſince in that Caſe there is need of Iaſtraction, 
Which is the only Method to amend the Fudgment, 


but it may be highly proper with Relation to 
* thole Errors, which depend upon the Will, which 

it is in our Power to reform: the Conſequence he 
draws, is, that as Admonition relates only to Er 
rors of the Will, and as no one can now diſcern the 
Heart, and fo be certain, whether they are wi or 
no, therefore Hereticks cannot generally be known 
% ſo, as to be regularly admoniſbd, and fo the Power 
of the Scripture Times to e them, mult of 


«© Courſe ceale, 


9 I Elis. c. 1. Tho' this AR i is repeal'd, my Lord Cote ſays, it 


may ſerve for a good Direction to others than the then Commiſ. 


ſioners, eſpecially to the Dioceſan, being a ſole Judge! in to weighty 
| 3 Cauſe. Gib. Cod. abridg'd, pas. 121. | 
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To this we remark, that ve9)%o, whence bees Ad 


monition, properly Ggnifies to put in Mind, or Re- 
membrance : and again, it has another uſual Signification, 


and implies to Reprove, and ſeverely Rebuke tor the Sake 


of Amendment, Now Hereticks were ſuch, who were 
ſuppos'd to have known the . Chriſtian Teets, but for 
ſome worldly End had for/aken them; or elſe thro? 
ſome Dely/ion were blind to the Light, on which they 
ſtood, The former of theſe perhaps needed not I- 


formation in the Chriſtian Doctrines, but ſevere Rebuke, 


which might bring them to a due Senſe of their Crime, 


and the Nature of 1 their Offence : the latter, i. e. thoſe, 


who err'd thro? Blindneſs, might need to have their 
Eyes oped, to have the Words of ſound Doctrine 


again in their Ears, and a Recollefion of the 


_ Doctrines, which they had profeſs d, but forſaken, 
made to them in a Manner, adapted to ſo! important 
01 Occaſion. And both theſe Admonitions contain a 


zacit Inftrufion : nay, Admonition for Sin, eſpecially 


one of this Rank, conſiſts generally of Reproof and 
: Inſtruction: and Admonition ſeems to be fo branch'd 
out in Tit. i. 9. where the Biſhop is requir'd to be 


able by ſound Doctrine to exhbort and convince the 


Gainſayers : which ſeems to be a Delcription of the 
Charge, conſign'd to Titus in Chapter ili, and *tis high- 
ly reaſonable to take the Word in this Extent, becauſe 


the next Step was the bighe®.Pantment, an Excluf on 


from the Society of Chriſt. 


We have before obſerv'd, in Anſwer to this Obe. 
10% Poſition, that Hereſy may be owing to Error of 


the Underſtanding, as well as of the Mill, and that one 
may have the Taint of Sin, as well as the other : and 
then this Sort of Admonition will be very well adapted 
to the Nature of the Thing, which may rectify the 
one by Inſtruction, and cor rect the other by Neproof; 
and there will remain no Diſſiculiy about the Subject, 
; becauſe Errors, lo cognizable, arg to be expreſs d and 


bf 80 ify'd 5 
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ſignify'd by outward Signs and Actions: fo that the 
Obſcurity, ariſing from the Duſt, thrown about this 
Paſſage, may be thus clear'd and diſſipated. | 
The Difficulties about the flanding Power of the 
_ Church to Cenſure Herelichs, being thus remov'd, the 
Arguments for it will till have their juſt Weight and 
Force. 

7, "FE not 2 00 in Point of Fi e And: if 
Ve turn to the Paſſage, already cited, where Seditions 
and Hereſies are enumerated with ſuch Immoralities, 
concerning which there is no Diſpute 3 we may make 
a reaſonable Deduction, that the Cenſure of the Church 
ſhould extend to One, as well as the Orher : Nay that 
it ſhould ſtand more ſtrongly againſt Hereſy 3 becauſe 
a Soundneſs of Faith may prevent that Kottenneſs of 
Heart, which is the Cauſe of thoſe Immoralities, and of 
that evil Communication, which corrupts good Manners. 


= For St. Peter ſpeaking of thoſe, hs privily ſhall bring 


in daminable Hereſies, ſays, For when they ſpeak $3 2a 
felling Words of Vanity, they allure thro the Luſts of 
be Fleſh, thro much Wantonneſs, thoſe that were clean 
eſcap'd from ene, who live in Error : while they pro- 
miſe them Liberty, > they themſelves are e 116 Servants of 
Corruption. 
And indeed, if the Reaſon of this Powir- in the 
Church ftill continues, and nothing in the Nature of 
the Thing is at preſent repugnant, as we have endea- 
vour'd to prove, what prevents, but that this Pozoer 
_ ſhould ſtill remain with Her? Hereſy is fill in- 
conſiſtent with thoſe Terms and Conditions, on which 
we were admitted into the Communion of Chriſi's Flock, 
and Fellowſhip with the Saints, as well, as [mmorality; and 
if we make not good the Conditions, the Covenant is dif- 
ſolv'd, and we are of Courſe excluded by the Laws of 
779 the Society. This would render a Declaratory Sentence 
- needleſs and ſuperfluous, did not the fame Malady, ſtill 


Call for the ſame Cure and Remedy. For the Power of 


| pronouncing . it was firſt lodg'd 1 in the Church to pre- 
£ 2 n 
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vent Infection, and to preſerve the Purity of Doctrine: 
and accordingly St. Paul, ſpeaking of ſuch Deceivers, 
1 Tit, ſays, Whoſe Mouths muſt be flopp?d, who ſub- 
vert whole Houſes, and to 7 mothy, he 272 2 8 
Words will eat, as doth a Canter. 
And then it was deſign'd to reſtore the Patient, to 
reduce him to Repentance. for his Objlinacy, that like 
the inceſtuous Corinibian, he might be again receiv'd. 
He was to be deliver'd to Satan, i. e. thrown back a» 


gain into the World, the Priviledges of his Baptiſm, 


being forfeited, that there by the Power of Satan, he 
might be tor mented and affifzed with ſome Bodily Di- 
temper, as it was apprehended in the primitive Times, 
not for Fnal Damnation, but for the Deſtruction of be 
Fleſb, that bis Soul might be Jay di in the TO of. the Lord : 
„ 8 
7 Now till 1 it can be prov'd, that Hora is not af the 


n 
3 


ſame Nature NOW, "49 1t Was In the early Ages 1 | 


Chriſtianity : that it has loſt its infectious Quality, and 
will not now creep, and ſpread, and diffuſe itſelf : that 
the Unity of the Church, is not of the ſame Conſequence 

noro, as then; that the Catholick Faith, which the A- 
poſtle tells us, is One, admits of /inleſs Diviſion ; till 
55 can, I fay, can be prov'd, the Reaſon why this 

Power to Cenſure Hereticks ſhould be in the Church, 

will ill continue, and that is a Reaſon why the Power : 

it ſelf doth not ceaſe. 
Again, till it can be prov'd, that: an eee is not 
wvithout the Terms of the Goſpel Covenant, that he has a 
Right to the Priviledges of the Chriſtian Communion, 
ga _ wrong Faith will entitle to the Promiſes, that he 


may be a Member of Chriſt, and reject his Doctrines, 


thar ſtrong Perſuaſion is equivalent ks irue Belief, the 

Diſcipline of the Church will {till ſtand upon the ſame 
| Foundation, and the Reaſon of this Power on his 
Fart will till continue, and that is a Reaſon again why Þ 
; the Power itſelf La not ceaſe. 


And 


95 
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And indeed it would hardly ever have been diſputed, 
if this Diſcipline had been kept up to its original Inſti- 


tution and Def gs and under its due and ix Regu- 
lation. 


But after the Church of Rome aſpir'd to a univerſal : 


Turiſdiftion, and her temporizing Clergy acted upon | 
Views of Intereſt, and ſecular Motives, it was exercis'd 


at Random, and her Cenſure was made a Bugbear to 


fright Mankind into her Corruptions, and at Length 
Was made a Tool of State, nay, it became the petty In- 
ſtrument, which any fantaſtical Prelate might uſe to 
gratify his private Humour or inclinations. Thus 
when a Man might incur the Sentence of Excommunica- 
tion for a few, warm Words, unadviſedly drop'd 3 
for treſpaſſing upon a Biſhop's Liberties, for diſturbing | 
his Game, and preventing his Sports, then it grew in- 
to Diſregard, and afterwards into Contempt, till at 
length Men began to ſubvert its Foundation, and at 
laſt to diſpute it out of Doors. The more ſerious the 
Thing, the exorbitant and idle Uſe of it made it fo much 
the more liable to Satyr and Ridicule; and fo the A- 
buſe of this Apoſtolically inſtituted Diſcipline, was the 
more caſily admitted as an Argument, (tho? it is al- 
ways a weak and inſufficient one) againſt it. Which 
Obſervation leads me to ſome Reflections, whereby : 
ſuch Objections may be remov'd, as ſtand upon chis, = 
and the like ſandy Foundation. And, - 8 


1. The Continuance of this Power i in the Church is 
charg'd with iſaperable Difficulties, and intolerable * In- 


conveniences; 1o great, that the Word of God is almoſt 

blaſpbem'd, upon Suppolition, that it is founded in the 
Holy Scriptures. For if the Power is committed to 
the Church to cenſure Hereticks, and yet they are ſuch, 
as, according to our Objector, cannot generally be 
* known, if the . deſcribes ſuch Offenders only 


under general Expreſ ONS, as thole, Who T err I 
* Vide Mr. Foſter's Reph, pag. 55 75 3 
8 5 66 the 
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© the Faith, and teach other Doftrines, and there- 


% fore, according to him, the true, determinate Nature 
« of Hereſy is not from thence to be apprehended, it 
will at leaſt leave the Word under the Charge of In- 
« conſiſtency ; and preſcribe a Duty to Charch Go r- 
% ors and Chriſtian People, which the one cannot ex 
"08 erciſe, and to which the others ought not to ſubmit.” ” | 
What Jdes of Hereſy ſuch Perſons would expect ca. 
not indeed be eaſily deter mind; but thoſe, who would 
think or ſpeak rationally about 3 it, muſt firſt ſearch aft 
ter its general Nature, and form ſuch an univerſal Idea, 
as may be affirm'd of all the Species, and particular 
Hereſies, which can ariſe. * Ir is not agreeable to the 
Nature of the Things that in the Times, when the 
Goſpel was firſt planted, ſuch Errors and falſe Opinions, 
as depended on the Hill and MWictedneſs of Man to the 
nud of the World, and fo were originated from . 
nant Liberty, ſhould be particularly defin'd and de- 
ferilbd in the Scripture. The Socinian will tell us, it 
could not, and the orthodox Chriſtian, that it ought not, 
to be expected. It would have ſwell'd the ſacred o 
lume fo immenſely, that to uſe the Evangeliſt's Ex- 
preſſion, the Mord it ſelf could not contain the Boots, 
which ſhould have been written. Accordingly we find 
the general Deſcription of Hereſy to be an Error from 
the Faith in one Profeſſing Chriſt, which Faith is con- 
tained in the ſacred Canon, which is the Rule and _ 
Standard of Truth to everlaſting Ages. Every parti- 
cular Doctrine is from hence to have its Sanction or 
Damnation: ſo that the Application of this Rule is the 


only Difficulty, which can ariſe about this important 


Matter. And the critical Point about the Application 
is, wwho are to make it. If none; then the Church. 
could hardly ſubſiſt, which, as to its /Yi/ bility, depends 
upon the Confe elfion of one Faith, which would ſoon be 
Tent, and loſe its Unity, Was not ſuch a a Froviſo made 


18 2 Mr. Folter's 22 eg 55 
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7 bow its Security. If any; Thoſe, who are inveſted with 
the Power to adminiſter the Holy Sacraments upon the 
_ Confeſſion of Faith, tis fit ſhould be the Guardians of 
that Faith, and be entruſted with the Application of that 
Rule for the Tryal and Probation of ſuch Doctrines, as 
: may threaten its Corruption or Depravation. 


The Rule of the firſt Scripture Times, the Form. of £ 


: found Words, was deliver'd in Charge to Timothy and 
Titus, Apoſtolically ordain'd, and to the Biſbops of their 
Conſecration; and why ſhould not this Charge deſcend, 
when the ſacred Canon became the compleat Rule of 
Faith and Manners, if nothing in the Nature of the 
| Thing was repugnant to it? There is no Rule of this 
kind, but what requires Fudement in the uſe of it: 
Anda * Rule of this ſort will not explain it ſelf with- 
out the Pains and Skill of Man, the bleſſing of Cod aſ- 
fiſting, to compare one Paſſage with another, to take 
in the Circumſtances of Time and Things, in order to 
make a Judgment. Tis not every private Chriſtian 
who is qualify'd to do this: And if he preſumes upon 
his own Judgment wholly, without ſuch Qualifica- | 
tions, when he may have proper aſſiſtance, he muſt _ 
needs fall under the Laſh of the Apoſtle; be is proud, 
tho knowing Nothing. And any Error, thus contract 
ed, is undoubtedly . If then he cannot Jean 10 
Dis own Underſtanding, where ſhould he in Reaſon have 
Recourſe, but to the Bi/bops and Paſtors of the Church, 
whoſe Education, Sindies, and Commiſſion demand it 
of him ? And becauſe many ſuch there are, whom pri- 
vate Inſtruction cannot eaſily reach, when thoſe peri- 
lous Times of Hereſies aroſe, foretold by the Prophets: 
and Apoſtles, it ſeem'd highly requiſite and neceſſary to 
guard againſt them by general Determinations upon 
5 the Canonical SCrIPIUTES, to prevent the Infection of the . 
Hereſy, and to ſerve the End of particular Admonition. | 
: This Was che Method of the A Times; thus the 


F * Vide 11 Fol” Reply, page 5 5. 
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[ "FE Chriſtians were arm'd againſt Errors by the Judg- | 
= ment of their Synode, and the ſtubborn and pertinaci- 
ous Hereticks were cenſur'd by the Power of the Bi- 


hope and Eccleſiaſtical Governours aſſembled, and con- 
ven'd, by the temporal Powers, And when Princes 
= _ concurr'd, and Biſhops judg'd, and the Clergy of in- 


t degree aſſiſted, and all join'd in Prayers to 
=. God for his Grace, as in general Councils, regularly 
| calld and held, ought to be the never-failing Methods, =_ 
* we may hope and believe, that the Reſult of their Rea- 
| ſonings upon the Holy Scriptures are not mere * Fan- 

Il 1 and Conjefture. And in this View it will be ſeen, _ 
N that the Goſpel, which gives the Power of Cenſure to 
[ill the Church, hath not preſcrib'd a Rule, „ fatal to its 
5ſt own Cauſe and Intereſts, and calculated not to pro! 
it * mote the Edification, but Deſtruction of the Churcj; 
Ut F nor can it tend to Confiſion and Diſcord, but to 
Et — Peace and Order.“ = 
Fill © - -_ -__ Onthis Foundation ſtand National Synods : ; and under 5 
I tte Guidance and Aſſiſtance of their Determinations, the 
Fit _ Biſhops exerciſe their Furiſdiction in their particular Diſ- 

Iſt _ frrifts, And on the ſame Reaſon our Synod, the Convoca- 
1 lion, has made ſome general Determinations upon the Scrip-- 
U ture in Points of Faith, ſet forth in her Articles, which 
1 pertain to the Statute Law, and have the Sauction of 


both Parts of the Legiſlature. Thus whilſt the Leg giſ- 
lature concurs to eſtabliſh Points of Faith, it Joins. 
indirefily in the Condemnation of Hereſy 3 and tho 
Churchmen and Biſhops are the Judges, Jer the Civil 
Power conſents to the Sentence. 5 
128 — Since then Timothy and Titus exercied "his Power 
| „ Fon the Iujundtion of the Apoſtle, and the Biſhops from 
Wi. them have in the firſt and pureſt Ages claim'd it, and 
1 put it in Execution, ſince general Councils and national 
Synods have aſſum'd the Right of Cenſure, and particu- 
lar Biſbops have e cxercis 'd it, and the Civil Powers have 5 
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of HERESY conſider'd. 33 
own'd and acknowledg'd it, and ſince, as we have 
ſhewn, there is nothing in the Nature of the Thing re- 

pugnant to it: We do infer, and mult aſſert, that tho 
this or that Prelate, may have been, or ſhould be an 


* Enthuſiaſt, or Zealot, ambitious, crafty, or ſelſiſo, as 
he is pleag'd decently to word it, yet this mult not be 
allow'd as an Argument againſt the ſtanding Force of 
this Power in the Church. It might as well be argu'd, 
that there ſhould be no Proceſs againſt High 2 reaſon, 
becauſe there was ſuch a e, as Judge Fefferies, 
And, 


| Recondly, On the fre. Reaſon we obſerve, that all 


4 ſtigmalixinę Metaphors, and declamatory Invectives on 
the arbitrary Practices, and ſcandalous Enormities of 
the Church of Rome, concerning her tyranical Uſurpa- 


tion over the common Senſe, Reaſon and Conſcience of 


others, prove nothing at all in this Point againſt the Pow- 


5 Z er, deliver'd by Chriſt and his Apoſtles to his Church, eſpe- 


cially that Church which has departed from her upon ac- 


cCount of her Corruptions. A Man of common Senſe 


would be apt to ſmile, ſhould any one rub the Gloſs off 


2” fromthis Argument, and propoſe it thus. The Church 


of Rome has vilely proſtituted the Eccle/taftical Cenſure 
to Ends of Intereſt, Power and Policy, and therefore the 


Chriſtian Church has no ſuch Power. It would be 


5 much ſuch another Argument in the Mouth of a Re- 


4 publican in the State. Many Kings have ſtrain'd their 


Authority, and exercis d Tyranny over their Subjects. 


and therefore there is no ſuch Power, as Monarchy, or 


Regal Government, Tis ſure no Incroachment upon 


_ Chriſtian Liberty, if the Rulers and Governors of the 
Church ſhould interpoſe as far, as they can with Cha. 
Pity, to controul the Right of ſuch a Conſcience, as is 
no better inform'd, than to reaſon ſo wildly, And 
the Right which a "Heretich pleads for, is much more 
extravagant; for tis a Right to ſpeak en, and 


*Vide Mr. Foſter's Replb, page Ws: 
Þ Fide Mr. Foſter”; Reply, page 04, 5 
E. Afright. 
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34 Mr. FOSTER, Notion 


a right to put. aſunder what God hath Join'd together, 


the Memoers of Chriſt”s myſtical Body, There is cer- 
tainly a wide Difference between the Condemnation of 


ſuch an Offender, and one, who asks no more, than 
to have his Opinions try'd by the Rule of Scripture, 
and not mere arbitrary Determinations of Men, This 
is the main Foundation of our Separation from the- 
Church of Rome, which denounces her Anathemas a- 


gainſt us, not for ching Opinions, contrary ' to the 


Scripture, but for our Adherence to them: And her 
Members can, with but an ill Grace, ſit in Judgment 
upon us, as Hereticks, who deſert them for deſerting 
that Rule, by which Herelicts are to be try'd. But 
notwithſtanding this Corruption of theirs, thoſe, who 
retain this Rule, ought not by invidious Reflections and 


Miſrepreſentations to be made odious in the Right to 


this Power of Fur iſdition, which comes together with 
this Rule, deriv'd to the Church of Chriſt, who has 
Adcclar'd, That the Gates of Hell fhall not prevail againſt 
"Der... "FT is an * idle Suggeſtion then, that this Power * 
ought to be diſputed- with the Church, as tho it looks. 
aſquint at Dominion: For the reforn'd Church makes 
no aim, but what is of a ſpiritual Nature, and which 
therefore our Legiſlature judges not to be deriv'd from 
the State ; and the Church of England in Feen 

in her A-1icles, renounces every Claim of temporal Do- 
nuinion, refuſes Subjection to that Church, which graſps 
at it, acknowledges the King s Supremacy in Cauſes 
Eccleſi Zaftical, and renders to Ceſar the Things which 
are Cejar”s, and unto God, the 7. hings which are 
God's, F arther, our Church aſſumes no + Teri. 


ting Power: She judges He, elics, who are before 


made ſo; but to make Hereticks in Policy, is be 
to the Church of Rome, who can thunder out Excommu- . 


nicalions at Will, when a King is to be dethron'd, or a 


Prince depos d for her Here; But the Reformed 


us { ie Mr Folters vl, page 66. 4 Ibid pig "og 
: _ Church 


* 


8 


8 Church furniſhes no ſuch Inſtances : 
Inſinuation, and unjuſt Aſperſion, to throw ſuch Inti- 


" Poſe them to receive an Argument, 
ſtand upon any Foundation of its OWN in Reaſon or 
| PErIpenre.. 


own ae afrneſs. 


$; incerity, 
the Exerciſe of privale Judgment: . By NO Mea ns. But 
| Ys as The natural Right of Man is ab: ide 30 by hn-. 


of HERESY onfuter's hh 


So that *tis crafty i 


mations among the People with a View only to diſ- 
which cannot 


Laſtly, It mould be remark*d, that all * i 2 Pmuating 


Encomiums upon the charming and aimable Nature of 
Sincerity, are nothing at all to the Reaſon of this 
Point. 
ſet off an Argument, but they are no Proefs againſt 
Chureh Cenſute. 


_ engaging Aſpect, which may make Men apt and diſ- 


They may be admitted as Airs and Graces to 
It is indeed a 2rality of a ſweet and 


poſed to lean to her fide ; but then we muſt take Care 


that we do not miſtake ſomething in diſcuiſe for her, 
or whilſt we think we lean cowards her, 
The Plea of Sincerily has certainly 
no more Force nw, than it had in the Primitive Ages - 
If it ever hid any Force, it ſhould have been a 1 ni- 
verſal Plea, 
the Churches from the besinming of Chriſtianily to the 
preſent Time. 
Heretic can be preſum'd to on, that he teaches What 
haue knows to be wrong. 
 Cognizaiice of the Inj de. 
ther Fully perſuaded, or not, ſhe has, 
ſerv'd, always paſs'd Cenfare upon the outward Act 
And upon this too, the mult admit her Members, 11 
the Gift of diſceruing Spirits is requiſite for the Cenfure 
of an Heretich, becuaſe he may be incere, tis alſo re- 
quiſite for Baptiſm, becaule the Calechumen may be 
inſincere. 
in the Church, we may conclude, that a N. oroledge of 
3 che Heart is requiſite for zeither. 


fall from our 


But we find it was never admitted in 
The Reaſon of this no Doubt is, that no 
And the Church cannot take 


As therefore he may be ei- 
as before 255 


And ſince Baptiſm is neceſſarily continu'd 


But then do not thoſe, who thus determine about 
bid adieu to the Right of Conſcivircy, and to 
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36 Mr. FOS TER. Notion 


man Law, ſo Conſcience and private Fudement have : 
their Limitation from the Laws of the Chriſtian Society, 
They both muſt have their Rule, by which to paſs 


their Sextence : And every Chriſtian at his Baptiſm ub. 


mits to the Laws of the Holy Scriptures, and leaves no 


other Liberty, either to his Conſcience, or his Judgment, 
than is conſiſtent with his Obedience to thoſe Laws, His 
Obligation leaves him not at Liberty to diſpute the Fun- 
damentals of Religion; it leaves him not at Liberty to 
raiſe Doubts and Difficulties about Things, plainly re- 
 weaPd; it leaves him not at Liberty to ſet at nought 

_ thoſe Means, which God has appointed for his Ediſi- 


cation, to deſpiſe the Admonitioa of the Biſhops and 
Paſtors of the Church ; it leaves not the ordinary. Chriſ- 


lian at Liberty to Tet his ſingle Opinion in Caſes of Dif- 


ficulties againſt the Weight of Antiquity, and the Deter 


mination of the Church, of which he is a Member, 
made from the Canonical Scr iptures, And if he has 
taken theſe Liberties Mithin the Degrees of Church 
Cenſure, it leaves himat Liberty to refuſe Submiſſion to 
that Ce ſure, the Pozwer of which we have ſhewn to 
be founded in thoſe Laws, which he has oblig'd him- 


{cif to obſerve. 
It is argu'd by a * Learnell Protate | in his Pxtofttion 
on the Article , that! in Caſe a Perſon, conſcious to 


himſelf of his Innocence and Integrity, ſhould be laid 


under the Ceaſure of the Church tor an Immorality by 


a falſe Accuſation, that he ought to ſubmit to it for the 


Sake of Peace and Order, and to take it with Chriſti- 


: an Patience and Reſignation. The eres Conſciouſneſs 
of Innocence in this poſſible Cafe, which the Church 


could not know, would be thought but an indifferent 


; Argument: againſt 1 its Power in 1 And the 


ſecret Perſuaſion is not much better in Caſes of Here- 


fes: And if Integrity will not juſtify a want of Sub- 
iiſſion in the one, a firm Perſuaſion and 7 ncere Error, 


wil not do 1 it in che other. 
is | 


br. 8 inet on the 33d i. 


e 


gard to his Truth ; if they preſerve themſelves uncor- 


© rupt and free from wordly Ends and Deſigns, if they 
hold faſt the Rule, deliver'd to them, and make their 
= Fudgment by it, tho *tis not impo/ible they may err, 
tis much more probable, that he ſhould, who truſts to 
bis own Heart and ſingle Opinion. And till manifeſt 
Corruption appears in outward Acts, the ſingle Mem- 
her is oblig*d to look upon his Superiors with the ſame = 
Regard, to their inward Sentiments at leaſt, as he ex- 
pects they ſhould do on him. So that they ought ta 
be deem'd as ſincere in their Determination, as he in 
| bis Opinion. And their Sincerity will juſtify their Cen- 
_ fare, when his Sincerity will not juſtify his Obſtinacy : 
fince Submiſſion is in juſt Meaſure due on his Side, as 
they are veſted with Authority on theirs. * Obey them, 
Jays the Apoſtle, which have the Rule over you, i. e. in 
Spirituals, and ſubmit your ſelves : For they watch for 
your Souls; as they that muſt give an Account, | 
If therefore any one refuſes Submiſſion upon the Cen- 
fre of Ours, or other national Church, he ſhould prove 
fuch palpable and manifeſt Errors in her, as the Re- 
formers objected to the Church of Rome, when the 
Nations were under her zu, Furiſdiction: for a bare 
Plea of Sincerity in Opinion on his Side will not for the 
preceding Reaſons exempt him from it. And yet the 
Reformation is not hence liable to Objection, becauſe the 
particular Churches only then vindicated that Right of 
Independency, which they before had, and rejected that 
Cenſure, which had no Foundation! in che Poly — 
„„ 


* "Heb. xk, 17. 


＋ HERESY confderd. 37 


⸗Tis not juſt here to urge, that benno general 
Councils, and conſequently national Synods and Biſhops, 
and Rulers of the Church, are not out of all Poſſibi. 
” Hit of Error, therefore every private Chriſtian may 
teach what he thinks fit without any other Fudge to 
condemn him, but his own Conſcience, For if they 
act upon the View of God's Glory, and a pious Re- 
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1 Mr. FOS TER Notion 


unſcriptural, but it 1s neither har nor rigid, it caſts no 
Imputation upon the Laws of our Bleſſed Saviour, de- 


this Determination is truly, and will upon due Re- 
| flexion appear to be founded on the grand Baſis of 
Religion, which is Charity. If the Safety of the Per- 
ſons was. only to be regarded, thoſe, who plead Sin- 
ceærity, might be left to the Judgment of their πesðns 
Conſciences. But Chriſtian Charity extends its View to 
the Edification of the Church, and exerciſes. the Eccle- 
 ſeaſtical Diſcipline to prevent the growing Corruption of | 


To conclude, It is not only not ruhe, and not 


liver'd by him and his Apoſtles, thus to determine. For 


the Perſon, as a Member of Chrit, and the Danger, 


which from thence threatens the Body: it puniſhes only 
to ſave , and excludes from Society in Order to qualify 


for it, This is the grand Rule of Rules; it was the 


"Limitation, tho' it ſelf 1s unlimited, of the Apoſtolice 
Authority, by which the Biſhops and Paſtors were com- 
miſſion'd to exerciſe their Furiſdictiun.“ For th? Fo © 
| ſhould boaſt ſomewhat more of our Authority, ſays the 


Apoſtle, which the Lord hath given us for Edification, 
and not for your Deſtruction, I ſhould not be aſbam' d. 
He means, that he might be juſtified even 1n Boaſting 


of this Power, which was calculated to fo good an End. 
And this End will no Doubt leave ſomething to the 


Diſcretion of the Rulers and Governors of the Church, 


in the Exerciſe of this Power, who may privately in- 
 fruct, and adapt their public Admonitions, who may 
_ defer or ſuſpend the Act of this Power, may readmit 


or take off the Penalty ſooner, or later, according to 
the Complexion and Quality of the Hereſy, or of the 
Offender, according to the State of the Church, and 


| Exigence of the Time or Per/on : and this, as the Rule of 


Charity ſhall require, all T pings confi der de for the E- 
difcation of che CoRran. 
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of HERESY confiderd. 39 


May it pleaſe the God of Mercy to haſten his King- 


dom, that ſo the Uſe of this Power may ceaſe : that we 

may all join in the Unity of Faith, and in Certainty of 
Hope, looking for the Mercy of our Lord Feſus Chriſt 
unto eternal Life; till Faith being abſorb'd in Viſion, 
and Hope in Fruition, they ſhall both be conſummated 
in Love, and Charity ſhall have her moft perfect Work. 


N 


Þþ 
| 
ö 


„e 


F A IT Co CET I Oe et On qr rg os; - 8 


* 
1 
) 


a 7 FS 
RY 28.” 
* webs — 2 EF ry 2 
- * 4 4 
+ 
* 
o 
| - 
, 
* 
7 
+ . 
* 
7 
. 
f 
_ * 1 
* 
* 
®» 
* 
7 
| 1 
i 5 : 3 
2 
” = 8 
2 _ 
2 4 
; * 
x * , 
2» 
2 
134 - 
F » 
" i 
* * . 
- * 
4 s 2 
* * 
* 
L 8 2 
2 = 
. * * * 
» 
2 — i 1 
2 6 
"MW 
- 
_— * 
* 
*2 
- * — 


e ee CO ———— og 
- 
. 
x 
* 
* 


* * 4 
* — p 
4 , 
— *> * 
* - ” 
— P 
* 
» 
— d 4 A 
2 * 1 ; 
* * 1 7 © 
- 2 
: a i 
- _ ; - n 
> . 5 ih 7 
þ . . N 
3 bh * 4 9 F £ ; 


„ 


—ͤ—— _— 


* «„ WIS > Os SSSI Cee —„ 


3 — — POSTS „ .* „ 3 —— * * 
' - * — 
1  —<z _ —— — —— — — x 
— e c | C — . | . — — 2 ALS — ” - — RY > <irBt  eatI: 
n * — Ds. - - 5 o 4 * 8 > i — — * — — ——ů—ů — . — 424 — i 0 . 1 — , 
5 — —— r — Dann ̃²˙ ö ̃ ˙ L Ur a => - = | | - | 
” Gant <a}. — 2 — * — — . -» Ly - — — — — N . * _ 4 - " " — OY -_ 8 — oo * * C . -— 

— — — r — — EINGEIT ; * r PART in 2 wig ME POTEN i . 8 — . —— — IE: — — BG yet os > 
bas — 99 * 2 2 _ A — — —— — — —— ITY — — — — — 4 „ 52 — - f A 2 = C — — — — — , —— — 22 = 
% — . ee 8 Z ˙ͤw!—— ¼ʃ EE mnt = PI NI Fog» Alon —— — — — OIL NS . 


Pg. 


1 — 


— — ü—j—]— 5 : 2 NP I ENT — 1. Ä "OE EGG BP RAE, + OA COA IEA ie Ve PARA A ͤ ˙ » —— 


5 5 > R, 


"Dh bir 4 opt | antes” to 5 "Feng, 
on the Point LS HERES Y. 


* * 
- 9% „ ® 
* S * Q 
Ws y— 
% FRY 


| N Fou, where I have been preſent, both in 
+ MISS private Converſation, and publick Places 


racter for Benevolence and exteii/ive Cha- 


Bug | Theſe are your Favourite Topicks, and therefore 
the good diſposd muſt preſume, that I hey arc your 
5 Favenrits Qualities. When tuch an one writes, Men 
of Sentiments will read : And if They read Candidly, 
and without Prejudice, have a kind of Right upon 


one, who Publiſhes, to aſk Satisfaction with Medeſty 


and Decency, in any Points relating to the Matter 
treated, wherein they want light or intormation, This 


occalion'd the E//ay before this. Epiſtle, which con- 


tains ſome Remarks upon your Opinion about He- 
reſy, which in the Opinion of ſome men of Learning, 


were ſufficient to ſubvert it, unleſs you had ſome fur- 
ther Weight to throw to your Arguments. This was 


my Expectation i in your late, publiſh'd, Letter to Dr. 


Sehe The Title to which lets forth, that therein 
A the 


> ANY good Things have been faid of 


OT of Reſort; And you bear no little Cha- 
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2 Mr. FOSTER Nation” 


Arch upon St. Paul, 
Belides FO, 7 


ter AA 


| a fort of 


ſeveral of the Difficultics, 
the Pull 


the whole Controverſy 1 is fairly ſtated and re- ratmined. 
From which I apprehend, that you deem'd the pre- 


ceeding Eſſay to be wide of the Point, otherwiſe in 
the Re-examination of thc whole Contr.verſy, it could 
not ſo perfectly have eſcaped your Notice. _ 
Perhaps an idle Attempt to Ridicule it in jingle, 7 
that it de- 
ſerv'd ſuch Treatment. The great Author ot that 
Piece has taken the following Method to diſplay His 


might have really poſſeſs'd your Mind, 


Parts. He has made a 


Toke of the New Teſtament, 


which you allow may be /#b/crib'd to, He has been 
and made a Flt ng at Titus. 
He has a Stroke or two at the College, 
where, had He been edu- 
ated, Ry W would | 1ve learn? d more Religion, and bet- 
And then conſider it, as tis deſign'd, a 
Piece of profane Bil a T's a poor Mungrel Thing, 
Auftion, of no Species, a Kind of 
Banter without IW it Of 11 nu, and of Doggrel with- 5 


5 which I am a Member, 


Moni FOUS P#c 


out Burleſque 


"Tis hard] * probable, that. a Perſon who leans ſo. 
1 on the Side of private Judgment, as not to re- 
card the greateſt Authorities, ſhould receive any Biaſs 
from ſuch a wretched Piece of Scribble, as this. 
But poſſibly the little Z/ay, ſo ill us'd, may have : 
otherwiſe, if there 
Was any thing material in it, you may fall under the 
which you abominate, of Diſingenuily. 
However I would rather reſt on my firſt. Conjefture, 
and ſuppole you may miſapprehend It to be wide of 
To let you right, I ſhall 
_ examine a little your Re-examination, and thew, that 
you might from this E Jay, have had Satisfaction to 
which you there put, which 
blication of your Letter calls for from any Hand, 
howſocver it is inſcrib'd; and which ought to be 


agreeable to a Man of Sincerity, let i it come from what ; 
Hand } It will, | 


laid neglected by, and unread 3 


Character, 


the Matter in Controverſy. 


— There 


of HERESY nnr, z 


There is but little additional Matter in your laſt 
Letter, and but little Alteration of 1 N except that at- 
ter a few Pages you have reverſed the Method, and 
turn'd the Controverſy upſide-down. You begin With 
the principal Queſtion in Debate. ho are the 


Herelicts of the New Teſtament, whom Sl. Paul bath 


= particularly deſcribd, and directed Titus to reject ? 
= You ſhould have added: And <obether this Power 
woas to continue in the Church No here it may ſeem 
but a /iztle Diſtinction, which yet is of ſome Moment, 
between the /7ereticks, mention d in the New Teltament, 
ano the Hereticks of the New Teſtament according to the 
Apoſtolick and Chriſtion Acceptatica, For ſhould the 
: Word, Hereſy, occur in the Mouth of a Gentile in 
Scripture it may, according as it ſtands, have an 12. 
different and indeterminate Ser Should it occur in 


” the Mouth of a Jew in the New Teiament, it might 


import the Senſe of thoſe under the Old; but w Kare it 
comes from the Pen of an Apoſtle w ith: Directions of 


2 - Chriſtian Diſcipline, then it cxpreſſes the Chriſtian No- 
tation, which was of the greateſt M alignity che * 


greater, in that it corrupted the pureſt Tenets, and 


5 - ſeparated from that Church, which was moſt excel- 


lent in its Doctrine, Continuance and Extent. Tis for 
this Reaſon, that in the %u), the Nominal Diſtinc- 
tions, and various /s tficalions of the Words Hereſy 

and eretich, are gone over in the ſeventh, eighth ana 
ninth Pages : And this in Order to the Definition of 
an Heretick, which there immediately follows. In the 
illuſtration of the Definition there given, all the Cha- 
raferiſticks mentioned by St. Paul in the Direction to 
Titus about an Heretick are examin'd, and prov'd there- 


in contain'd and combin'd. 80 that there can lie no 


> Objection to it from that Paſſage to Titus, Ve is 45 
vertled, and ſinneth, being condemn'd of Himſelf 
= whichyou build your main Argument, . 
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The Pefinition of an Heretick in the Eſay ſtands 
thus : — _ 
« The Hereticb is in mort One, Who profe 77 ng Chriſt, 


<« holds, and maintains Tenets, contrary to the Chriſtian 
« Faith, obſtinately adhering to them, when the 77 


e has been duly offer*d, or who denies thoſe Articles, 
* which are agreeable to it.“ — This is all imply'd in 
Direction of "St. Paul to Titus, In that St. Paul's 
Jlerelicꝶ is to be e rejected, it ſuppoſes him to profeſs 
Chriſt, in that He 4s /: ch led, it ſuppoſes Him, to 
have erred from the F:ub, in that He is to be re- 


jected after dnition, it {uppoics him ob/tinate, and 


the 774th to be any: offer*d to Him. Such Oppug- 
ners of the Cbriſtian Dori ine, merely as ſuch Oppug- 
ners, are the Heretichs, whom 8 . Paul adviſes Titus 

to reef. — A Man that is an 
One, who 2 , and 18 fo 0 inate, a as is 1 8970 deſcrib'd, 
- repudiate - - 
15x Profeſſor of Chriſt, and yet conſcuts not to wholſome © 
Words, even tte Words of our Tord Feſus Chriſt, and 
Ihe Doctrine, rohich is according to Godlineſs, and there- 
fore is Buy of Inconſiſtency; by Which Iuconſ Heng 


that is any 


—for ! He is Condemn- 5 of Himſelf — He 


He openly condemns Himſelf, >» 

And yet all the Oppugners of the Carifian Dari ine 
are not the Ilerctichs here meant: For they may be no 
Hereticks at all, and yet virulently oppugn the Chrif- 


tian Defirines. Ilieiocles, who was a Judge under 


Dioclelian, a violent I Perſecutor, and wrote a Virulent 


Invective againſt Chriſtianity, wherein He made a 
Compariſon "of our Saviours Miracles with thoſe of 
Apollonius Tyaneus, oppugn'd the Chriſtian Defrine 
with a witneſs, and yet was no Heretick. And it 


would have been abſurd to ſuppoſe the Precept of | 


Rejection from Communion to refer to Him, who was 


never of it. So again, Apoſiates are oppugners of the | 
Chriſtian Decrine, and yet are no Hereticks, and it | 
would be not ſo needful a piece of Diſcipline to rejes/ 
choſc trom Communion, who deny themſelves to be of 
| it, | 


1 


of HERESY l 5 


it, unleſs to guard againft 7afeFion, or in view of a Re- 


turn, as in the caſe of the ancient La pſers, when this 
Cenſure was deſign'd to prevent their Re- admilſion, till 
they had given jatisfadtion to the Church. 
But however tho all, who oppugn the Chriſtian Doce 
| trines are not Horeticks, yet all Z-reticks, who are lia- 
| ble to this cenſure, oppugn the Chriſtian Doctrines. To 
maintain Tenets againſt, and en the Chriſtian 
Doctrine, is only the Genus, or Sin in the General, in 
which the T7yfidel, Apoſtate and Heretick may agree; 
but the Difference is, that the One profeſſes the Name 
of Chriſt, the Others not. And if to Oppugn the 
Chriſtian Doctrines, profeſſing the Name of Chriſt, and 
ſo to depart, or rather Err from the Faith, are deem'd 
equivalent Expreſſions, then to depart from the Faith is 
eſſential to the Character of an Heretick, Which is 
what you expreſsly deny. For you have“ aſſerted, that 
to depart from the 1ailb, meaning to Err, is not effen- ” 
tial to it. You hold Errors in Practice without ſuch a 
Corruption of Doctrines may conſtitute this Character. 
Now to Believe in Chriſt, doth not mean barely to 
Aſſent to the Truth of His Perſon, but alſo of His 
_ Words. And whoſoever corrupts the Fundamental 
Points, which He delivered, either in Reſpect to 
Divine Truths revealed, or Moral Duties, may be laid 
to oppugn the chriſtian Doctrines, and ſo to Err from the 
Faith, tho He confeſſes with His Mouth the Lord Feſts. 
Thoſe, who held the hip of Angels, who forbad 
to Marry, and who, as the Nicholaitans, maintain'd 
the Lawfullne/s of Impurities, were Hereticts : But 
then theſe were Errors in Doctrine about Practical 
Duties, and twas the falſe Tenet maintain'd, and not 
the immoral Practice of the vices, in which the Hereſy 
_ conſiſted. This we may collect from ſeveral Paſſages 
of: St. Paul, where after He has branded Thole, Who 
lived in groſs Immoralities, He ſpeaks of Them, as 
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44 ; 4 f Ning the Truth, Men of corrupt Minds, as reprobate 
"| | concerning the Faith, *whoſe Mouths muſt be ſtopp'd. 
__ From whence it ſeems to appear, that They /aught 
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1 Juch Immoralities, coonſiſtent with their Profe/ton of Feſuss 
il Chriſt. Theſe Doctrines might indeed be StyPd Here- 
1 zical, as They were Opinions choſen and inaintain'd 
|| | if againſt what was taught by our Bleſſed Lord, and a great 4 
1 Scandal to His Holy Name. But this is not what You © 
| i intend by thoſe Errors in Praftice ; which you hold 
nit may conſtitute Hereſy, For you plainly mean the 
3:48 Practice of Immoralities : and then the Natural method 
1 for the Apoſtle had been to correct their Manners, and 
I not to ſtop their Mouths, as Seducers and Deceivers, 
14 which manifeſtly ſuppoſes the Subtlety and Speciouſneſs 


118 of the Heretick and falſe Teacher, and cannot ſo Say 
1 and properly refer to the Evil Doer. 1 
1 Indeed you ſcem Cautious in your Expreſſions, that þ 
4 it you may not be pinn'd down to any fix?d Meaning: 
1/1 but ſure it will appear, that your Senſe is not miſre- 
I'M pms! in this Particular to any One, who conſiders | 
1 HO the Gloſs, which you have put upon the firſt Charae- 
| RT riſtick of the Heretick : He is ſubverted.'- i. e. t as yu 
I 1 — * expreſs it, Ile is turn'd out of the way. Aud this ſure- 
in; (| EE J) He may be by departing in His Pradlice, though 
1 le openly eſpouſes no Opinions repugnant to the Faith, 
—_ From the way of Piety, Peace and Integrity.” I his 
| ll | ſeems, prety new and ſingular. And if ſo, it is never 
It 5 the better for that. For in ſo many hundred Years, 
I as the New Teſtament is ſtanding, there have been many 
| [1 Fa e Criticks and Commentators down from the 
Wl Primitive Ages. And the Ancient Chr an were full 
Bt | — fince: e, and liv'd as well, as the preſent Writers on 
| it | Modern Topicks, It will therefore be like to meet the 
1/508 7 Fate of Novelty, and upon Examination will be found ; 
Li! | oe not to accord with the Parts connected. For tis the | 
1108 Ilerilich, who is ſaid to be Subverted : And ! as | 
ti i : *2 Tim. ii. 8. Tit. i. 1. Mr. Foter” 8 20 La P. | : 
WH — —u— 8 3 Such, | 
| HH 
| | [18 |. 
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ed, whence the Pyrrboniſts. 


the Set of the Nazarens. 
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Such. And if we go the Rounds, and conſult the 
Pagan Senſe of the word Hereſy, tho: We take it in a 


general, or particular, good or bad Notation, yet it 


ſtood for a /et of Opinions, by which this or that ſet of 
Men were diſtinguiſh'd. And ſo Tui in His“ Offices 
mentions the Opinion of Pyrr bo, as long ſince explod- 
And the. Sects of the 
Phariſees and Saducees, mention'd Acts v. 17. and 


26. 4. 5. were diftinguiſh'd by their Belief and Di/- 
| belief of the Reſurreftion, Angels and Spirits, And 
Ads xxiv. 5. ſo odious to 
the Fewws, | were render'd ſo by their Religions Teuels, 
who were a Mediey of Few and Ci er, and ſo He- 


reticks to Both. And to mention no more, St. Peter 


3 ſays damnable Hereſies were to be brought in by falſe 


_ referr©d to 9 05 20˙ Opinions. 


Teachers, where teaching and Bringing in, muſt be 


conclude, that the Apoſtle by the Expreſſion, The He- 


 relick is ſubveried, meant originally and roundly, That, 
in that He was an Heretic, He Err'd from the True 


Faith, and held and maintain'd fa! and antichriſtian 
Opinions. 


Ileretich; 
Conſequence; VIZ, that it is. 
The Inſtance, which you give for this Opinicn of 


yours, jj about Rituals,will by no means hold. The Right 
of appointing Kifuals is in the Breaſt of our Governors 


and Superiors, which has been fo well a by our 


Writers, that even Mr. Faſter's Pen will never be able 
to refute them. They you allow are indifferent, and 
it they are, then the Right of Governors in this Point 
is not to be conteſted. F or thoſe, who deny! it, muſt not 


ee 2d. + Me. ee ad Letter to Dr. nabe. page 10. 


74 Mr. *1 2g 8 2d Letter, page 9. 


2 hold : 


From all which we 


5 And if ſo, then your + Conclufion will 
not follow ; That to depart, or err, 
odr publictiy to maintain Do7rines, contrary to Chriſtia- 
nity, is not abſelutely eſſential to the Character of an 
but the contrary will be the more nalural 


from the Faith, 
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hold them indifferent. And about indifferent J. bings, 
there can be no Hereſy ; becauſe a Right exercigd a- 
bout Things, neither ee or forbidden, can- 
not be Antichriſtian. You are ſo fond of your ge- 
_ meral Senſe of the Word Hereſy, that it quite leads 
you out of the way. For if you well conſider, you'll | 
find, that tho' an Hereſy may imply a Seh, yet every 
Set doth not imply a Hereſy. For a Schiſin may im- 


ply a Set, and yet be no Hereſy. Theſe are prov'd | 


not to be this ſame, in the 8th Page of the Critical 
- Eſſay. And if you had faid a Separation about Ri- 
1za/s had been a Schiſm, you had been nearer the 

Point. Now 7%, who have a Right i in the appoint- 


ment of Rituals, cannot for that very Reaſon be the 


 Schiſmaticks, when ſuch a Separation is made, as will 
_ ariſe to a Schiſm, And tis idle in this caſe, to charge 
the Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Parts of the Legiſlature with 
* Amyition and Vanity, and may provoke them in their 
urn to conſider the Separatiſts, as Schifmaticks : and 
then Power may do ſtrange Things; and who knows, 

but Mulcts, thoſe norrid Abominations, may come in- 

to Practice again. So that 'tis prudent not to be too 
| ſevere upon our Covernours, tho they are favourable 
and indulgent, and averſe to all Tyranny and Oppreſſion. 


You have rung the Changes over again upon the 


2d Characteriſtict. He fi meth. It doth not tend ſo 


much to the Good of the Reader to purſue you thro 


your various Remarks, who may thereby be taken off 
from the main Point: But we will endeavour to ſnew 
the Iuconcluſiveneſ of your Reaſoning, as far, as it af- 

fects the principal Queſtion, in a ſhort Explication. 
We have above obſerv'd, that when tis ſaid an Here- 


tick in the Chriſtian Acceptation i is ſubverted, it means, 
that He maintains and teaches deprav'd and antichrij- 


tian Opinions. Now the Scripture is full of Precepts 
to this purges Hold faſt the Profe Non * 885 Faith f 


* Ur. Pipes 2d Laxter, p page 9% - a; 
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© evithout wavering, Hold faſt the Form of ſound Words, 
Charge ſome that they teach no ether Det; ine. But 


f thoſe, who maintain and teach A7/1c7iſiian Opinions, 


offend againlt theſe Precepts, and therefore aft fin. 


But ſay you, this may be done not thro? cjjCA; Error, 
and fo not be Six. To this it may be reply'd; Thar tho? 
it is done thro” cνν,ñu Error, it may be Sin notwith- | 


| ſtanding. For a Breach of Precept is a diy, whether 


it be owing to c Error or met. He, who Pro 


125 ng Chriſt, doth not hold faſt the Cbriſtian Dock: 


{rines, or maintains abt Opinions, tho' His Error 


is not willful, exerciles the ame Act, as He, whole 


Errer is willful. But the AF of Fin in One is 


mate = 


rially taken, for the bare breach of Precept without 
the De/ign or itt Intention, in the Other 707 5 ily, deno- 
ting with the Act an Intention to offend, In common 
moral Caſes, -t the material Act, where there is no il! 
\ Intention, bears not the Nature of ſuch tTranigrel- 
ion, as is generally deem'd worthy of Puni knien. 


Accordingly our Law excuſes the Criminal in ſome 


7 1 Caſes accidental, Where tis mantfeſt in he 1/ es 90 47 1; 7 | 
there is no ill Tutention; But God may, if he picales, 


for merciful and good Reaſons preſcribe C5550 into a 


material Af here, which he may look upon with : 


different View at the final Diſtribution of Juſtice, Ang 


; the material. ct of Hereſy h laS 4 peut, 15 AMalignily With 
1 reſpect to OLDC'S, Which Is not o flagrant 111 common 


85 er, For the material Act of Hereſr, ſuch as openly 


© profeſſing and teachins Autichriſtian Opinions, may have 

the lame Effect upon others, w berher the Inteution of 
the 7. eacher be good or had; which is not the ſame in 
common moral Caſes. For accidental Slauing, and 


Things of that ſort, have no ſuch malizn 17:ence to 


make others Manſlayers, &c. So that tis not Urea 
. lonable for the good of Society, that the materia! Act 
in this Caſe ſhould be Coerde: That is in EHect, that 
thoſe, in whom it is to pronounce ſpiritual Cenſuse 
upon the Perſon, profelſing and 4 auen Hulichriſtian 
Dec: les, 
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Dorines, may, when it ſh: all be meet for Edification, 
do it x thout looking at the inward Man. 
6 3 ho! we do not reſt the Point here: For generally 
ſpeaking, when the bare material. Act is exercis'd, 
there 18 either Surprize, or Accident, or Ionorance, at- 
tending it, which may diminiſh, or rake off the Guilt, 
But 1n the Caſe of a Heretick to be rejected, there is re- 
ealed Adimonl! fon, which as is ſhewn in the 20th Page 
of the Critical Eſſay, Lonſifts of Inſtruclion and Ke- 
proof: And theretore Surprige, or Accident; or Luc. 
rance, cannot take off the for mal Nature of the Sin. 
And there rem ains nothing, but invincible Errors x; 
Which can | | 5 
And. here becanſe you ue the Expreſſion * Jnvin- 
ible Tonorance, t ill not be needlets to take Notice 
of the Difference be tween that and Invincible Error, 
which if not attended to, may lead to eternal Blun- 
ders and Nliſtakes! in the Point. For Invincible Ieno- 
tauce is where there is not, nor cannot for want of 
means, be any Knowledge at all of an Object © Such 
Was the Tenor ance of Socrates, who liv'd above four 
hundred Years before our Saviour, with Reſpect to 
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not be an Heretic in the Cbriſian Acceptation, Who 
mit ha 70 a Knowle dee of, and profeſs Coriſt, But 
Trois le. Error is 4 Miſta e concerning an Object, 
which 5 Mind is converſant about, w hich . ijtake, 
on account of ſome Circumſtances, as want of Capa- 
vittos, either Niural, or By great and irreparable 
Ab uſes, it cannot ſurmount. It we have ſo abus'd 
our Faculties, that they cannot be repaired, and main- 
tain Anlich- ten Doctrine, which upon that account 
we cannot then ſurmount, ſuch Anlichriſtian Doctrine 
is Haeraſy, tho our Error is invincible, and may partake 
of the formal Nature of Sin. And even if thro' want 
of Capacity, or a Turn of Mind, not adapted to the 


x 88 Kran, 20 Letter, page 42. . 2 


the Gy bel Truths, and one under fuch Ignorance can- 
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Argument, we are under invincibie Error, and under 

its Influence teach Anlichriſlian Pactrihe, tis till au 
Aberration from the Goſpel Law, a Deviition trom 

what is Right, and therefore is Sin in its ay. re. 

And the Exerciſe of the Act is a Voluntary Thing, tho, — 
be not Choſe as an Error. And that to Cenjure a Peron 25 2 


tor the Material Act Of uch a 9741 15 01 11, 1 4e (1, „„ | 
e. for Teaching Aulichiriſtian Doctrine, tho etide His — 
Apprehenſion) we have above aſſerted and maintain'd. — 


But this concerning the Material Act chicily alicëts 
the caſe of Invincible Error: And you allow there are 
 Tereticis of other Ranks, which I have ſhewn Page 13. 
4% 15, of the: Eſſay: And you deny not, that "The 
1 be Known : [an then IT hg not follow +4 


„ bee 1 8 are - Other Fo Rok. 1 re. EE : 
85 Invincible, and ſo not bad in the common Senſe f — 
Moral Men. So that ſtill a Principal Point is gain'd. — 
. it the . 5 ha is Power to Cenſure Herelicłs, any 
Thing prov d. by you under this p: articular norwith- | 
Ttand: lng, 
| You build a further Ainet on the 3d Ch aracteri- 
fick, Ile is condemned of Himſelf, againſt this $ prriuat 
;  Ceijure. This you lay, means, tha it rhe Hierelick ereally. 


add in His 9m. mind condoinns, and paſſeth Sentence © © — 
0 44 0 Hinijei fe There is a Uni crent Lorerpretation 6k 1 
this Paſſage in the 5th and 12th Pages of the Critical g 
| 7 | Vt ih makes Ci Words bins 1 that Hereticks 1 
ACE an 4 7] 7: ali y, that t. U WY pr oe; £45 Þrijt 3 but deny that | | a 
| 7 6 feſji 07 0 y ther Hine, 15lict 0 CUMHGEM; 7 1 Heiß ſel u, | a 
nos ncceſſarily in their on ,,, but by: che Ir hne 5 a 
Doings. An d then. 10% O Oer, Vo in Cid [7-1 Elly, Li Here 15 an | j 


Elegance in che . And tis as tho“ the Apoftle 
had ſaid: A Man, i . a Herelick, h JOU kn, 
0 ſuch, 1 15 turn 4 aj ag Fi /e fru Hallh o Antichr 5 2 
Doctrines, and thereby 1 0 ojjeitds, COndemms 
Himſeif by a Practice, which is coi trary to His Pro- 


l and ten fur e you may condenm (by Rejecting) 


2 : | 5 Him, 


3% 
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Him, <oho thus condemns Himelf, by your Epiſcopal 
Cenjure. The words, thus interpreted, extend to 


Hereticics of all Ranks, whether thole, who fin againſt 


the Light of their Minds, and who don ot; T hey may 


be /o Con 1demi'd, Whether their Error is Vincible, or 


nel: and the Senſe agrees with the preceding Explica- 
tions of the Paſſages, to which 'They are connected. 


So. that there is a Co erence in ail Points. And then 
there is the Opinion of tne Venerab/ e Ancients, and the 


Modern Fadlicions to confirm it. And there is no Oc 
caſion to Prelume. any Thing to make it conſiſtent. 
W hereas the Opinion, which you build upon, ſtands 


ON an Hypotheſis, a Suppefition, that Titi had the 


Gift of Diſcerning Spirits, tho You have now 
dropp* Kit; and which if it be not ſuppos'd, would 
render the words in your Senſe of no Effect at all 


either in that, or ſucceeding Fine: and fo the Apoft le 


had given a Precept, which Would ne ver ſerve to any 


. nd, or Pur at all. 


And now leaving the. determinate Meaning By the 


S8 5 


I thall tc n to the 00. CHOOS, Which you make againſt 
the Au int Diſcipline, in Which vo ſcem to place 


much 5 your conkdence. 
| The Hr {t $8.4 7 al Depar ling from = Enith I's 4 


85 Phraſße of (111 indefinite Mean THAT from WHICD t1s 7774 : 
«off, 'ble to form a certain, determinate or unifor NM 
85 Tha of Hlereſy. For unleſs the particular Trſtauces 
«© of Faith, © which conſtitute the Sin of Hereſy, be 
„ clearly red f ad, ditinetly enumerated, the Phraje 
% can have 710 RN a.” Meaning at all. * 4 ho? you 


talk, Sir, of particular ene, you ſeem to have 
dealt in your Reading and Thinking, pretty much 
in the General, You ture. never heard of thoſe enor- 


nbi) Concells, and impious Whimilies, which were 


broach'd in the Early Ages for Doctrines. If 


had, you could never contend, chat They ſhould ry N 
| be reſtrain 0 by A Has 1% Co ſure z or that the facred- 


Orac! cg 


* 
7 
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Oracles ſhould be ModelFd as to Matter and Form 
after ſuch monſtrous Excogitations. For this is your 
Argument, —Particular Trftances of Faith ſhould be 
clearly defind, and diſtinctly enumerated in the Re- 
Voelation of Divine Truths, otherwiſe tis not mee 
that a Power to Cenſure particular Hereſies ſhould ” 
therein given. — It you mean that the Particulars of 
Faith ſhould have been deliver'd in Oppoſition to cach 


Hereſy according to the ſtrict Rules of Definition and 


Diviſton, an © being aijtinctly enumerated, ſhould have been 
.craer'd Rank 1 55 F lle, as th impious Invention was to 
_ ariſe, otherwiſe, that tis meet there ſhould be no Church | 
| Cenſure: : This is no ſuch Doughty Argument, as that 
it ſhould | be canvaſo'd over and over, and raiſe fo much | 
Duſt in the Ciritian World. 1 | 5 
- For inſtance. There were ſome very partic ular He- 


elles broacn'd by Simon Magus, the fir ſt Herclick. He 


Prelum'd tac Gitts of the Holy Ghoſt 1 mig ht be bought. 
tor Money, He deny 'd the Tr wly, and affirm'd 
_ Himſelf to be the true God. IIe tauglit that the world 
was made by Angels. And that Chrij did not truly 


ſuffer. He deny” 4 the Ruſerrection of che Fleſh, and 


permitted promiſcuous Mariages 
Now would any Rcaſonable Man conclude, wha 
ſuch Tenets might not be permitted to the Cenſure of 
Epiſcopal Men or of the Church, unleſs the Seripture 
Fs contain 'd definitive Propoſitions after this Sort:? GE 
The Holy Ghoſt is ireely as and not to be 


Bong with Money. 


2. Lhere are 3. Perſons in the Codbead, 1 2 
Son, and Holy Gho/t,. and Simon Magus is not Cod. 


3. The World was not made by Angels. &c. Sure 

Perſons of common Senſe and Reaſon may deduce 

the Abſurdity of ſuch Tenets from the general Paſo 
_ ſages of Scripture, relating to the free Grace, Spirt- 
tuality and Honour and Majeſt v of God, tho there were 
no ge definitive Propoſitions, as theſe contain'd in 
Do but conſult lrenens, St. Auftin, Epiphanins, 


14 Mr FOSTER' Notion 


Ac. in their Accounts of Hereſfi ec, what abt turd, a 
culous Things they were, and you will fee what a 
Meſs-Medley, what a Heap of Traſh, a Book mult 
have been, which had contain'd all the particular Hle- 
reſies, ſo definitively put, as in the preceding Method. 
And yet it will appear fit from the Reaſon of the Thing, 

that ſuch vile Blaiphemies, ſuch horrid Abuſcs of the 
Divine Nalure, as were then maintain'd, ſhould be 


reſtrained ; And that their Authors ſhould be excluded 


from Communion, ſometimes 5 for Madm en, 
but generally y by a Spiritual Cenſure, for impicus, de- 
luded, and ut] s Men. Who are the proper Per- 
ions to give this Cenſure, which is your grand Bog- 
gle, is Obſerv'd in the 31, 32, 33. pages of the 
40 ay, and determin'd for Thole, W. who always have 
given it the Biſhops and Paſtors of the Churc b who £ 
excrcife their Jurildiction under the temporal Porcers. 
I is 18 no ſtrange or harſh Doctrine to the Diljenter 5 
how ſocvef it may be miſapprehended by ſome Men. 
For in the 2 1ſt of Charles the iſt. an Ordinance wa 
aczreed 5 containing the Particul, ars, for which th 
Procbyt. 1 Divines Wereto [uſpenuirom Commun 
* his was thought an Abridgment of their Power i 

d accordingly the Common Council of Londs; 
| petit ONd the. a ee the at th WIT Power 1 Huld 
:enla rcd accoruUul ZE LO th , ord of God: And Fs 
Form of Government. agreed upon by the Lords and 
Conn TIONS. in Park nen Extend ded LO F. rrors Ot Faith | 
and Doctrin [C5 5.60. ell as 15 777049 oh ;ties. | | 

And Fact has prov'd, that this is he beſt Me- 
thod to prevent 0 Growth and Encreaſe Or Hereſy. 


: 515 after e cy WAS outed, and Judependency took 


e of Pr. BY 22 /in, there were nc leſs, at a mo- 
| = Com p. tation, than three ſcore Lereſies, which 
ſprung up under the Ruins of our Church. And if your | 
Scheme had taken place from the Apoſtolick Times, 
thoſe nuinberleſs Hereſies, which according to the 
8 bounded, would 110 Doubt have brought 
forth ſome an Hundred Fol. Thus 
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Thus the firſt Link being broke, the Chain of Ob- 


jections depending thereon, muſt neceſſarily fall to the 


Ground. But we will go on to Remark upon them | 


in their Order. 
From your former Objection you argue: 


ift. That the Chriſtian Religion has given us 2 
N general account of Hereſy, by "which we Can form 


oy no Notion of the true preciſe Nature of Hereſy. 
For to ſay, That tis departing from the Faith, un- 
e Jeſs we have a clear and determinate Idea of what 
© the Phraſe Departing from the Faith im . 18 
“ faying nothing at all.“! 
We have ſhewn, that the former Objection will not 
hold, and therefore, that the Conſequence i 18 not true 
neccſlarily But becauſe Truth may ſometimes be in- 


ferr'd from Falsſhbed, J ſhall thew that the Propoſitions 
are falſe. In order to which take Notice, By a gene- 


al account is meant /uch a Deſcription, as contains a 


_— ſal Idea. Now luch a Deſeri; lion may convey 
the preciſe Nature of Hereſy, For the N Nalure 


is the Nature, alſtrafive of other Ideas. This, for In- 
tance, is a gener al Deſcription of Hereſy. Tis a * De- 
dre or rather Error from the Faith ( e. The + 
Belict in 2% Cor , and his Words) in one profeſſing 


Chriſt, Tis general in oppoſition to particular Here- 


ſies, or 8% ectes 1 And yet we may form the rve Fre- 
ciſe Nature of Here from it: For tis therein diſtin— 
gulſhed from Apoſt ac) y, &c. From thence it tollows, 
that we may form a Notion of the ue preciſe Nature 


of Here! 1h rom a general Deſcription. Such is the 


_ Deſeripiio the Chriſlian Religion gives in the Words 


above... And from hence it follows, and what has 
been urg d, that 1 we may bave a clear and determic - 


* In this place * Word Depart ture is to bo 1 not ſor 3 


total, but partial Departure, and not an abfolute Rennnciation. 


I Here Belief is to be taken Objeaively, as when the Creed i is 
1 5 call'd the Blip 5 


2 202 


On At 
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: 21ſt, 32d, 33d. Pages of the Eſſay: In which the 
Emptineſs, Vanity and 1 of this SIONS 


Dre 
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nabe 1970 7 of ce what the Phraſe Departing, or rather K 


ring from the Faith means, tho it is a general De- 
5 ſcription. So that the 2d Propoſition alſo in your firſt 


conſequent! ial Ob vjection ſignibes juſt nothing, 
zdly, Lou argue, That upon the ſame Founda- 


tion it will follow, „That the Chriſtian Religion 


ee hath preſcrib'd a Rule, by which to frame a Judg- 


5 3 of Hcreſy, that ultimately reſolves 1 it ſelf into 
c mere fancy, and conjecture : Not a Rule, that 
1 85 . it ſelf, but one, the Senſe of which is left 


<< to be determin'd by Wiſdom or Folly, as either ot 


«<<. theſe happen to preſide : By Enthuſiaſm and blind 
«Zeal: By Ambition, Selfiſhneſs and Craft.“ TO 


this Objection I have ſufficiently reply d in the zoth, 


- are ſhewn and expos'd. 


3dly, You ſay upon the ſame Foundatio on it fol- 
5 Jows, That Chriſtianity hath preſcrib'd a Rule, by 
„ which Truth and Error, the beſt and the worſt of 
«© Men are equally expos'd to Church Cenſures and 
„ Fxcommunications : And all but thoſe, who be- 


„ ſieve as the Church believes, be branded WIEN 


Marks of Infamy,” 7. e. if the general Deſcription 
of Hereſy, a Depar /ure, or rather Error from the 
Faith be the Rule. Why here, Sir, You talk, as if 


this Expreſſion was to be taken without any Refe- 
rence to a written Rule; and chat Laith is left at 


the mere Imaginations ot Men; whereas ! it refers us to 
the Dimne, Doctrinal Tritys, which Chrijt and his 
 Apollles have deliver'd to us in the New Teſt ament. 


5 And whether our Terets avoto?d and maintain d do con- 
tradict them or not, muſt be judg' d of by Men, not 


according to their own Imaginations an d Whimſics, 


but with hs ule of their be ry Faculties and Abilities. 


Now that there is ſuch a Thing as a Chxrch, you 
won't deny: And the World being Civided by Seas 
and Rivers! into diltty: ent Varts, 1 a c has ccaſionꝰd a 


diffe- 


5 | 
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difference of People and Nations, who if they are 
united ſo, as to make a umver/al Chi rh, won 


ſtanding the National Difference, mut be united 


one Society. The Cement of this Union is Faith. 
That is, a Belief in Jeſus Chriſt, and His Nord. It 


this Faith, which is the Cement, ſhould. Ceaſe to be 


one, the Band of Conjunction being relax'd, the So- 
cietly would not continue in its Unity : And therefore 
thoſe, who are to act Miniſterially in each particular 
Church, are to uſe all authoriz'd Methods to pre- 
ſerve the Doctrines, of the Goſpel pure and uncor- 
rupt, however the Modes of Worſhip and Ceremonies 


may differ, that fo the Faith may continue Ore, and 


the Unily of the Church may be maintain'd. And the 
Church being pure and uncorrupt, according to the 


Purity of the Faith, which it embraces; it doth not 
appear to me, why to believe, as the Church belioves, 


mould be thought ſuch a Joke, or why the EH 
ſhould be us'd in a Indicrous Mai; ner. Thoſe; who 


are Members of any farticular Church, hold the Ca- 
tholick Faith in common with other Churches, which 
together conſtitute the univerſal Church; und this 
Faith all ought to efpoule : And therefore ail ought to 


believe, as the Church believes. It any one endeavours 


to corrupt this Faith, receiv 9 by all the Churches, 
thoſe, who are to act Minberially'i in his Church, {foe 
all che Members cart act, it only upon account of the 


Inconvenience of the Thing) may pronounce him not 
of their Communion, that he may be mark'd out, and 
_ that Jufection may be prevented. And if he aims at 


this Corruption, through Anaver and '12 honeſty, be 
well deſerves, as you expreſs it, a Brand of Jajamy : 


But if through Miſtate; as thoſe, who ate 0 it Ali : 
 niſteriatly, cannot penetrate to his inſide, t the Reaſon 
of Contagion ſtill remaining, they may prot ved upon 5 


the external Act; and notwithftainding the Weakneſs. 


5 and Paſſions of Men, {jnce. this 18 the Muang ap- | 
pointed, as we have prov'd, we may d. bend upon 


. : Sur 
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5 2 Tt; nication. For N Pajtors may turn Molves, 
itil fo order it, that r Terlh ſhall be Friun bau, and 


this very means of Cenſure, thoſe W ho are approved 


** 2 7 1 le 110 
1 Jul L 774 SIE 
4 mY — 


by A cor! uptiot 1-0) this Bowe the Ri io bt of Confrinic 


al ice, and to be lublervient to the Aragdom of 
Graco, Juſt as He mig bt fore ce particular Gevernonrs 


. 


Yor know: that KI 5 H. Hoc and Gove: öl I, Were 
neceffary to the Maintenance of Society. 


NE 


-our Lord's Frere to his Church, that he wiil be is | 
with the Capac! and Judgments, and Minds of thoſe, 
ho act, 1 general Diſpenſ. I Things 
was that in his general Diſpenfation all Things 
Mall w ork together tor good: And th lat, as You ex- 
» pPrefs it, 2% and Error the bet and the <vorj? Men 
© ſhall not be . 11 expos'd to Ce nſures and Excom- 


yet the g ! Shepher 2 b careth for the Sheep, may 
the be be difti: ngu:th'd from the <vort 5 and that by 


may ve made ilt 2 C. VV nen the Jetos were Over 
run with Idolatry, ed. ſays, - Zet have left me ſeven 
0 f | 


T 91/2, 15 in Hael, <cho have not bended the Knee to 
Paul. Ard Ged may by ſuch an, Handful reſtore his 
Core Dy an” ctraordinary 4 6 debe And then 
the Means of Cenmmre, will Pe in ſuch Hands, and 
ſer ve ſhν, His, A8 he deilgn” for it. The eternal 
Scarce of I, com might foreſce, Ht in the Hands of 
corrupt Mau, this Pu „ might be ſtrang gely per- 
5 erted, and Vita as he ſees 3 ul things at one view, 
KNOW It mect eto be given to Fa ws Cen er a Di- 


; 7 ; a 5 4 ; / it, | f N No 7 | 
zii Ce; Dell, 255 Ap 11 al ji 111 ay of VE Scripture ve 


oiieonres” ts Juteer ity. beinſulted, and oppreſs'd,. and yet 
OW, tlpit in i End it was nt to promote his ni 
63 0 0 74 } [ 


v ould be Moniters of T Van ny and Opprethion, and 


But yu, Sir, Put the Caſe of Juvincible Error as 


an Argamnentag 2inft this Cexſure ab olutely : And hold 
the Je: bt of 2 ci, violated 24 Ka this Power is 
excrcigd by good, upricht and wancorrupt Men: Thus 
You think -n nect, rat every Man ſhould ſet up for a 


Church by bim/elf, and make a Pope of his private 
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Judęment. For ſatisfaction! in this Point, ! Ri r you 


to the laſt Remark, relating to your Obj, (tions, p. 


35. of the ay, concer ning, Since ily; where You WH 
find this Power reconcil'd With the e of Conſtient © 
The 4th Obi tion was: „ If Here ly be depart t⸗ 


< ing from the Faith; and if both Church- Gover- 
„ nours,. and private Chriſtians in every Nation, 
« acted as they ought to act, and ſeparated from 
„ Chriſtian Fellow ſhip all, who 1 'd to have 


« departed from the El th, and if the Governours of 
CP 


„the ſame Church acted likewife, as they ought to 


act, and rezoun ced Communion With each other: 


ce as often as the ey efpous' d oppoſite Principles in 


% Points, which they imagin d to be of. Importance, 
c there could no longer be any Remains of Peace 
„ and Harmony among Chriſtians, but 1 hey mu lt be 

„always reviling and excommunicating each other.” 


It ſee: ns to be a_firange Tees of Talents, 
which ca in 3 one to reverſe the End of a Salutaßy 


Diſcipline pe! fectly and completely Ihe Deſign f 
Os Pocher we S CV! dently to maintain Peace and . 5 


nony amongit EC DIUTIANS, and choſe, who were to bse 


ſeparated, ic conliders as Perſons, who would inter. 
ruht [CR But you have order? 4 the Matter fo, that 
| there is to be around and total Excommunication, and 
2 Body! is to excomimunicale every Bot ay. Which 
might in Effect be the Cale indeed, if private Trudg - 
ment was to have no Reſtraint of any kind, or ſort, 


and every man was. to ſet up for his <7 Biſhop. But 
as it is, the Coverncnurs of: Particular Churches have 


the Origin al Rule of Scripture, and Rules, which! 
they agree, are lain Dedutions from the Scripture, to 
determine their ZFudement, which is a Means, that they 
may accord in Sentence, tho they do not enter into 
Conſultation. And then ſometimes they are called to 
Confultation, and debate over Doubts and Diſticultics, 
and at length agree in cterminations, which may _ 
quiet and calm Contenticns without. This Met! hod 
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was taken 85 * Apoſtles at Jer NV who then de- 


bated over ſome Points for the Infant Church : And 
it has been thought a good Precedent to promote Peace 
and Order, Tis not probable therefore, whilſt ſuch 
Methods may be taken, that ever Matters ſhould _ 
come to that Pais you have Dreamt of: And tis only 
2 Diſtractionu of your own Jinagination. The Acade- 
mich Boys, when they would point out ſuch a Fallacy, . 
= expreſs it thus. Suppontt, Wind: non eft ſupponendum. 


Your 5th Objection is, „ That if Governours were 


e to Cenſure thoſe, who Err from the Faith in their 
«Judgment, That the Chriſtian Religion hath pre- 
„ exib'd a Rule, which can have no "other natural 


* and certain Tendency, beſides introducing endleſs 


„ Dilcord and Contufion, and ſubjccting the Faith 
and Conſciences of Chr iſtians to an | Eccleſiaſtical 
„ Tyranny and Inquiſition. 


You ſay this is the Reſult of What you have faid ; 


m_ but then if what you have ſaid is not allow'd, the Re- | 
ſult is good tor nothing. Nor can J with all my lit- 
tle Penetration ſee the Conſequence of the above Ar- 
Sument. St. Paul exhorts Timothy to ay 1d fooliſh | 
4 Weſt ioh , becauſe ey gender Strifes : And Titus to 
 Teject Herciices, no doubt, becauſe they may breed 
Confuſion : For he | lays, | they are: ubverted ; and in 
an other Place, they falwert whole Houſes 3 F 4 there 
"00 their Motos mult be ſtoſiid. But Mr. Foſter 


ſays, That to Reje them tends naturally to Diſcord 
and Confuſion: And fo they may be allow'd to teach 


What they pl eaſe uncenjurd , otherwiſe I ſuppoſc he 


means they'll be angry. But the Deſign of this Cen- 


ure is to reduce them to Calmneſs of Mind, and ſo 
to bring them into Temper, that they may reſtor'd = 
to Communion, that be ml y of the Spirit may be Fre- 


ſerv'd in the Bond. of Peace. The Streſs of your Ar- 


gument reſts on a Preſumption, that the Heretic 


ſhould continue gb/{inate, whereas the End of the 


Discipline is to reclaim him from Error, that on the 
common 
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common term of Faith he may be received, and con. 
tinue in Moral and Catholic Unity, And the Perſon 
To reclaim'd, does nothing below a Man. For he 
only acknowledges himſelf to be inform'd in his pri- 
vate Judgment by the Determinations of i/e and 
_ authoriz?d Aſſemblies from the Words of Scripture, by 
which the Epiſcopal Cenſure is to be directed, which 
wꝛuhen ir is pronounc'd in the Spirit of Meekneſs, with 
out the Appendages of Fire and Faggot, Racks and 
Tortures, ſavours no more of Tyranny and the [nquifi- 
ion, than unreſtrain'd Licen! 2 does of true Ci | 
tian Liberty. 
Your laſt Obj lien, from that Paſſ age, that He- : 
rel is a Work f the Lied, is form'd rather againſt 
the Reverend Gentleman, with whom you are engag'd, © 
than againſt the Principal Queſtion z and theretore 1. 
omit to Remark upon it, only thus far, that you have 
drop'd an Expreſſion in treating that Topick below 
your Character for 1niver/al Benevolence, and len- 
ſive Charity, It runs thus: It is a great Satisfaction to 
me to obſerve, That you are not ſo much oppoſing 
me, as directly contradicting St. Paul. Why Sir, 
ſhould it be a Satisfaction to you, that any one ſhould 
contradict St. Paul? Either you muſt not have that 
Regard for St. Paul, or your Neighbour, as ſhould be 
pretum- d; or elſe tis an unguarded Expreſſion, and 
tell from you unawares. | Otherwiſe it ſeems as if you 
purſu'd Victory, rather than the Truth, Which, 1. 
dare ſay, you would think an intolerable Reflection. 
There is one Conſequential 11, which you faſten 
| upon this Power, allow'd in the Church * 1 Tit 
dis directly calculated to eſtabliſh the Dominion and 
Independency of the Church: And fo, that Kings 
« and Princes, and Perſons of whatſoever Rank, 
„ muſt, you ſhould have ſaid may, when Eccleſi af. 
c ticks ſhould take it into their Heads, be treated as 
Hereticks, and be Excommunicated, You very much 
inſiſt upon this, and ſeem reſolv'd not to let it go, 
tho there 1 is a for mal Anlwer to jt in the Critical Hay, g 
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22 Mr. FO 81 E R. ＋ 4 Notion 


p. 32d. to which I refer the Reader. But tis calculate . 


to give an inauſpicious Turn to the Minds of thoſe 


towards our Sion, of whom tis ſaid, that Kiztgs ball be [er 
Nurſing Fathers, and Queens Her Nurſing Mothers. 


To take off the Edge of this Tool of an Argument, 


the Reader is delir” 4 to attend to another Diſtinction, 
that may ſolve this, which is no Gordian Knot, Fer 


the Church is independent upon the S$!ate for thoſe 


Powers, which were given it by Ch; ; and under our 
moſt Gracious Sovereigns, notwithſtanding the Force 
of your Argument, the Sate will hardly be brought 
to diſpute it with him. But the Biſhops and Paſtors of 
the Church are again dependent on the Temporal Pow- 


ers for the Exerciſe of their Juriſclickion. So that you. 


Thould not couple Independency and Dominion toge- 
ther, as tho one was a Conſequence of the other. For 
the Church may be independent for its Powers, as in 


the former Senle, and yet not aim at Dominion, or len- 
poral Sway, Tis meet therefore here to warn al! 


_ Chriſtian People, that they would not be ſo mposd _ 
upon with the common Cant about Church Power, as 


to think I'ghily of thoſe Powers, with which the Ch: urch ; 


18 really inveſted. Church Power, in one Senſe, and 
the Power of ſve Church are quite different Things. 
Churcb- Power, when it reſpects Papal-T; raunv, means 
temporal Rule, and in Affectation of Say! in Ci, 
Government. But the Powers of the Chured are Hiri- 
tua Rights to exerciſe this or that particular Act in a 
Spiritual Cabacily, as to Preach, Pray, Baptize, Con- 
Irm, Oi Gain, Celebrate the Lord's-Supper, make Ca- 
5 z515, relating to Peace and Order, exerciſe Ji riſdic- 
lion, and in Conſequence a right to demand Mainte- 
nauce. And ſure Church men may, and ſhould con- 


tend for thele, and Princes allow them, and yet the 


one not aim at Dominion, or the other injure their Royal 
Prerogatives. Indeed that Part of Eccleſiaſtical Juris 
diclion, the Spiritual Cenſure, was made an Inſtrument 
of Popiſh Uſurpation and Manny; but what Argu- 
ment is that ag Sainſt it in a CHArTD, which diſclaims | 


Her - 


9 HERESY confiderd. 2 


Her Tyranny, and Her, for ſuch Uſ#rpation 2 What 
Princes have the Reforma C burches excommunicated; 
or what Thrones have been ſhaken by their Centre ? 
Nor doth it appear now ſuch Inconveniences can ſpring 
from this Power, as you vainly imagine, in a Church, 
which acknowledges the Ring in all Caules, and over 
Po all Perſ Ons, Eccleſiaſtical, as Wel il 2 as Civil, Supream. 


But here I again refer you to the 336 and 3 S401 Pages 


of the Critical Eſſay. 
Fach of your Objections has now lg id a rarticular 
Solution : Give me leave {till ro add a general Remark. 
upon them. And that is, that they are chiefly built 
upon the workings of the Human Paſſions, which are 


Various and uncertain Things, and not to be reduced 


to any xd Rule or Meaſure, If Argume: Its, found- 


cd on the Inconvenience , ariſing from them, were to 


be allow'd, as ſolid Re: aloning, there is no 6 Mode! or 
Scheme of Gove rnment of what ſſoever Kind or Sort, 
but might be ſo op pos. d. And then this kind of Rea- 
foning ingratiates ittelf with the Carnal Mind, by ſiding 
| with F Icth : ind Bloc od © IF; ſcipline and Order, 
and may therefore . C Well receiy a ” the 
mat Hy. 0 | | : 
M0 the Introduction to your firſt Late your mention 
our Site aad Mai fer of lis Tg which 1 juſt Utes me. 
in a Critical Remark : And that is, that the ZEnijtolary 
Method and Stile is not fo well adapted to thete kind 
of Debates, tho it may not be improper, when the 
Writer calls for any Light or Satisfaction to himſelf. 
For it natu! ally leads to \ ſpeak | ia the ft Perſon, and 
10 tends t to 450 agreeable Epotiſms, and Dicatorial Airs, 
to Perſe Kellettions, and often introduces a kind of 


ee in Controverſy below the Dignity of its 


Oy: For which Reaſon Ef Ly anch common T rea- 
2 ſeem the more preferable. 
"A further Remark upon your aner a Wiiting | 
is, that you take a Method ſtrongly to inculcate your 
Notions with the Reader, by Review and Repetition 
of the lame Arguments, Another ſuch r 
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8 8 ties FOSTER! by Nr 
might make the Controverſy. grow bei : . 
therefore it may not be amiſs to point out ſome Maes. 
®Topicks for you againſt your 14855 
unleſs you treat, you will never come Vp, to the 
| Point. 1 85 : 
Iſt. That Hereſy is not of the fame Nature noco, as 
in the 9 5 Ages of Chriſtianity : that it hath loſt its 


infectious Ryality, and will not creep, 8 and dif- 


Hie it elk. 1 
= SY That the Unity of the Church | is not of like 15 
5 Conſequence now, as then. 8 
Zadly, That the Catholicæ Faith, which: the Apoſtle 
tells us is One, admits of /inleſs Diviſion. 
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You muſt prove: 


And on the Side of the Heretic: . 


Privileges of the Chriſtian Communion. 


3. And Jaſlly, as a Conſequence, That all the B10 „ 
Primitive and others, down from the Apeſtolick Times, 
have either through Pride or Jenorance, maintain'd a 
groſs Uſurpalion, and all Ch; „ian Princes thro* Weak- 
7:35 and Folly conſented to it, and chat You at laſt have 
FA the Matter Right. E 
Till you have Holy and folidly done this, gm: 


You have already, or ſhall hereafter publiſh on the 


Poine,. will be of no more Importance to the Pudlick, 
than the private Reaſons which you ſpeak of, why you 
did not POR your Second Letter before, 


a 


1 am, 87 W. 7% urs, e. | 


Tipping Sites fer. 


Vid the Ein, page 28. Vie Mr. Fa s 2d Leue page 1. 


ndertaking: Which | 


Iſt, That fr * Pe, fe 55 is sequivalen to tr ut Be- 
"fs: > 
= Ba That therefore « wrong Faith may entitle to ) the : 
| Promiſes. ED 
Zaly. That a Man may be a Member of Crip, 
and reject his Dofrines. . 
Athly. That an Herelicꝶ is not withour the 9 75 erms 5of 
the Goſpel Covenant, and that he has a W to the 
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